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Prelude Piano Music 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.      
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, 
and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left  
undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and  
glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P: Almighty God has mercy on you, and forgives you all your sins through our + Lord Jesus Christ, strengthens you  
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keeps you in eternal life. 
C: Amen. 
 

Song of Praise: “IN CHRIST ALONE”    
In Christ alone my hope is found; he is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand  
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid, here in the death of Christ I live       

                 

There in the ground his body lay, light of the world by darkness slain  
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again  

And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me  
For I am his and he is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand 
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand 

“In Christ Alone” words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townsend     ©2001 Thankyou Music CCLI License #1241161 

Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.      
C: And also with you.      
P: Let us pray together:  
All: Dear Heavenly Father, please work within us so that we grow in our love for you. Help us to love you with 
all our desire. Help us to love you with our whole life. Please help us see the world around us the way you see 
it. Help us to think about things the same way Jesus thinks, and please strengthen our bodies for the works 
of ministry you plan for us. We ask through Jesus, your Son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever! Amen!  
 

Children’s Message 
 

New Testament Reading: Acts 1:14-26 
R: They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) and 
said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David  
concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. He was one of our number and shared in our 
ministry.” (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body 
burst open and all his intestines spilled out. Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: “‘May his place  
be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and, “‘May another take his place of leadership.’ Therefore it is  



necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among 
us, beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a 
witness with us of his resurrection.” So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) 
and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen to 
take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to 
Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 
R: This is the Word of the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Holy Gospel Reading: John 9:1-7 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th Chapter.     C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
P: As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 
the works of God might be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” After saying this, he spit on the 
ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Silo-
am” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Message: “Love the Lord your God with all your strength” Mark 12:20 
 

Song of Response: “BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC” 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord  

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored 
He has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword, his truth is marching on 

Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on 
 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat 

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet, our God is marching on                
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on 

 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea 
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me 

As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, while God is marching on 
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on 

words and music by Julia Ward Howe Public Domain 

Apostles’ Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the  
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church (P: God of Mercy   C: Hear Our Prayer) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering: Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day 
of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up,  
so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
 

Benediction 
P: Let us bless the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:22-27 
 

Closing Song: “AS YOU GO ON YOUR WAY” 
As you go on your way, may Christ go with you, may he go before you to show you the way; 

May he go behind you to encourage you; beside you to befriend you; 
Above you to watch over; within you to give you peace. 
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