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Opening Prayer 
P: Were you there when they crucified our Lord? 
C: Yes, we were there. 
P: Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
C: Yes, we were there. 
P: Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
C: Yes, we were there. 
P: Were you there when they said, “This Jesus must die!” 
C: Yes, we were there. 
 

All: Lord, at times it causes us to tremble when we consider the sorrow, pain, and suffering you  
so freely took upon yourself for us. As we follow you to the Cross, we can’t help but ask why  
this horrible thing must happen. How is it that shouts of “Hosanna” so quickly turn to shouts of 
“Crucify”? Deep down we all know whose sin causes your death. It is our sin, our rejection, our 
treason that takes You to Calvary. Indeed…we are truly there. We humbly pray that your love,  
forgiveness, and mercy that offended us...may now be extended to us. Grant that we may die to  
our sin and so be raised to new life with you. Amen. 
 

Offering Song: “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
 

Meditation 
 

1. Jesus’ Surrender to His Father: Mark 14:32-36                             “Go to Dark Gethsamane” verse 1 
They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took 
Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay here and keep watch.” Going  
a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba,  
Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but  
what you will.” 
 

2. Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus: Mark 14:3-11                                               “Ah, Holy Jesus” verse 3 
While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on 
his head. Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? It 
could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked 
her harshly. “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing  
to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will  
not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare 
 for my burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done 
will also be told, in memory of her.” Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to  
betray Jesus to them. They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched 
for an opportunity to betray him. 
 

3. Judas Betrays Jesus: Mark 14:41-46                                                             “Ah, Holy Jesus” verse 2 
Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. 
Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes the one who 
betrays me!” Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd  
armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders. Now  
the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away 
under guard.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. The men seized Jesus and 
arrested him.  
 

4. Chief Priests and Sanhedrin Betray Jesus to Pilate: Mark 15:1-5              “Ah, Holy Jesus” verse 1 
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole  
Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and betrayed him to Pilate. “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied. The chief priests accused him of many 
things. So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing 
you of.” But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 
 



5. Pilate Betrays Jesus to Crucifixion: Mark 15:6-15                                        “Ah, Holy Jesus” verse 4 
Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. A man called Barabbas 
was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and  
asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked 
Pilate, knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had betrayed Jesus over to him. But the chief 
priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. “What shall I do, then, with the one you  
call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. “Crucify him!” they shouted. “Why? What crime has he committed?” 
asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released  
Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and betrayed him over to be crucified. 
 

6. Jesus Is Crucified: Mark 15:16-20, 25-39                                                                “Were You There” verse 1 
The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole company  
of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And they 
began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and 
spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the 
purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him…. It was nine in the morning 
when they crucified him. The written notice of the charge against him read: the king of the jews. They crucified 
two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 
heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the 
cross and save yourself!” In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among 
themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! Let this Messiah, this king of  
Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped  
insults on him. At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And at three in the  
afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?”). When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 
Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him 
alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain 
of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus,  
saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
  

7. Father God Betrays His Son: Romans 8:28-39                                               “Were You There” verse 2 & 3 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he 
also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is 
for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but betrayed him for us all—how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is 
written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

(Whispering of the Lord’s Prayer) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

“Crucified” Video 
 

Silence 
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