
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Pastor Ben Unseth     Easter Sunday—April 12, 2020 

 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

“Jesus Is Alive!” Video 
 

The Call to Worship (based on Psalm 118) 
P: Give thanks to God because God is good! 
All: In God we find our strength and our salvation.  We will sing glad songs of victory! 
P: We will not die. We will live! 
All: This is the Easter day that our God has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it! We praise you in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen! 
P: Holy God of Easter morning, we come to admit our need for you to save us and welcome us into eternity. We 
want to move from thinking there’s life beyond death to knowing there’s life beyond death. Hear our prayers of 
confession: 
All: Almighty, merciful, loving God, we stand here on the edge of eternity and admit the sin of our  
human condition that is most evident in our thoughts, words, and actions; those things we do and fail  
to do. In the quiet of this Easter morning we confess our sin to you. 
P: We give you thanks and praise for your Easter invitation into eternity. We are filled with thanksgiving for the 
saving action of your Son, Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection gives us the promise of life beyond 
death. Jesus is risen! 
All: He is risen! 
P: Jesus is alive! 
All: He is alive! We worship you in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! Amen! 
 

Easter Song of Praise: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  
 

Prayer of Easter Sunday 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: Holy Father, today we celebrate your irrepressible grace in Christ Jesus. By the power that raised up 
your Son, please put indestructible joy into our thoughts and words, our songs and prayers, and into 
our creeds and deeds. Let everything we think and do praise you. Through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
Amen! 
 

New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 
R: Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than 
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 
abnormally born. 
R: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Easter Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1-16 
P: The Easter Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th Chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Risen Lord! 
P: When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that 
they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their 
way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” But 
when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. “Don’t be 
alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the 
tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. When Jesus rose early on the first day of the 
week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. She went and told those 
who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. When they heard that Jesus was alive and that 
she had seen him, they did not believe it. Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while  
they were walking in the country. These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them  
either. Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their 
stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. He said to them, “Go into all the world 



and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not     
believe will be condemned.   P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Easter Message 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
In spite of unanswered questions, I believe. 
  

I believe in the living God, Father of the universe,  
            who is the source and shepherd of all things seen and unseen,  
            who from the dust of earth calls up children of Adam and recreates us as children of eternity.  
  

I believe in Jesus the Christ, God’s true Son, 
            who is bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh,  
            who took upon himself the healing of the human race, 
            who bearing the burden of our sins went to Golgotha carrying his cross,  
            who was betrayed, crucified, dead and was buried in a borrowed tomb, 
            who on the third day was found to be gloriously alive, 
            meeting today with those who trust him and serve him to the end of the world. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit of God, within and among all who cherish Christ and his way, 
            who brings hope out of despair, love out of apathy, and joy out of sorrow, 
            who unceasingly regenerates and reforms the church 
            that it may always be the visible body of the risen Christ. 
  

I believe that even I am caught up in the resurgent life of Christ Jesus, 
            and that nothing in life or death can separate me from his love and joy. 
  

In spite of unanswered questions, yes, I believe. Amen! 
 

Offering Song: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   
 

Prayers of the Church 
P: Let us pray: On this holiest of days, we come before you in prayer, O God, thanking you for the sacrifice of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
C: We look at the cross and we see it could not hold you. We see the empty tomb and see that it could not 
confine you. 
P: Because you have risen from the dead and have conquered the power of darkness and death we can bring our 
deepest needs and prayers to you. 
C: You have made this the greatest day of all. In the life, death, and resurrection of your son, Jesus Christ, 
you gift us with eternal life and give us new purpose for every day. The cross could not hold you. The 
tomb could not confine you. You are alive and present with us. We praise you! We honor you! We worship 
you! Hallelujah! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Easter Litany 
P: Because Christ suffered once for our sins, 
C: Our record is wiped clean. 
P: Because he descended into hell, 
C: We are forgiven forever. 
P: Because he ascended to heaven, 
C: Our future is guaranteed. 
P: Because Christ declared his victory over sin, death and hell, 
C: We are free! 
P: Because of Easter, 
C: Nothing is impossible! 
 

Easter Benediction 
P: As the good news was spread that Easter morning, receive Christ’s peace and benediction: Go out in joy and 
proclaim God’s love from the Father through the Son and by the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
C: Jesus Christ is risen today. Glory Alleluia! 
 

Closing Song: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
 

Closing Music 
 

Those serving today are: Pastor Ben Unseth   Reader: Toby Steckler   Pianist & Song Leader: Kelly Polson    
Instrumentalists: Brandon Toft, Kyle Polson, Grace Christensen, Victoria Chargo, Wes Anderson 

Tech Team: Jane Weber, Patrick Hamilton 
Easter Lilies today are sponsored from Terry & Marla Sunberg  

in honor of their 18th Wedding Anniversary and in memory of loved ones. 


