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Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
“Knowing Jesus, Growing in Jesus, Sharing Jesus”

OSLC address: 326 Leroy Street, Audubon, Iowa 50025
OSLC Telephone: (712) 563-2625 Pastor Ben’s Cell #: 805-444-1364
OSLC Website: oslcauduboniowa.org
OSLC Email: oslc@iowatelecom.net Pastor Ben’s Email: oslcpastor@windstream.net
Pastoral Visits/Prayer Requests
Pastor Ben would love to visit with you in your home, during hospitalizations,
and also welcomes you to stop by his office for a chat. You are encouraged to
contact Pastor Ben or the church office with visit requests and with requests
to be added to the Prayer Chain or the bulletin Prayer Page. These requests
can also be noted on the cards located in the pew racks and then placed in the
offering plates. Let us know how we can follow up with you or pray for you!

OSLC VBS “ROAR,
Life is Wild,
God is Good”

Locked side doors
Please take note that the side stairwell doors on the west side
of the church always remain locked from the outside.

Registrations forms
are on the table by the
coat racks.

OSLC BELGIAN WAFFLE BRUNCH DATE CHANGE!!
Belgian Waffles will be served for everyone by the Worship Committee
in the downstairs Social Room following 9:00 worship on Sunday, June 30th.
The date has been changed from June 23rd so that we do not conflict
with the Presbyterian Aebleskiver Fundraiser on June 23rd.
Invite your friends and neighbors!
Flood Relief Fundraiser
Aebelskiver/Sausage Brunch & Bake Sale
June 23rd, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Audubon First Presbyterian Church
Free Will donation. Funding to assist Western Iowa flood victims.
Sponsored by Ebenezer Lutheran Church & First Presbyterian Church
June is Caring & Sharing month at OSLC
Items needed are: Kleenex, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Laundry Soap, Dish
Soap, Toilet Paper, Spaghetti Noodles, Spaghetti Sauce, Tuna, Canned Fruit,
Canned Soup, Peanut Butter, Macaroni & Cheese, Cereal.
There are baskets at the church for your donations! Monetary donations are
also appreciated, please make checks payable to Caring & Sharing.
Please no out-dated or expired food items.
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Monday, July 29th—
Thursday, August 1st
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

If you would like
to sponsor a child to
attend VBS, fill out
an envelope by the
registration forms and
put in the church
office drop box.
$20 to sponsor a child.
Youth helpers are
needed! Contact the
church office to
volunteer!

What Did People Say in the Congregational Survey?
I was offended. The DMV official asked me what color my hair was, and I said, “Brown.” She
responded, “I think it’s gray.” True, it’s pretty gray now, but not several years ago. I told my family,
and they laughed. They did, however, agree that my hair was still very brown, not gray.
I think the DMV worker was looking ahead. I would have that driver’s license for several years, and
my scattering of gray hairs was going to increase—not decrease.
Understanding ourselves as a congregation takes honesty, and like the DMV official, a little foresight.
Not only, “What are we like today?” Also, “What does that mean for the future?” And so, we have
taken our pulse—our Congregational Survey. Many thanks to the 103 people who completed the
survey, 79 on paper and 24 online. Here is a summary of what we said about ourselves.
A majority of the surveys were from people who have been part of Our Saviour’s for 30 years.
About half the respondents were over 60 years old and about half under 60. The most common
feature people recommend about our congregation is our “welcoming atmosphere,” followed by
children’s/youth ministry and Sunday morning worship.
I was delighted to find that 61 percent said we have “sensed the presence of God or felt touched by
God” in the last week, and another 22 percent in the last month. Almost half of us read the Bible
outside of church every week. Very exciting news: 38 percent of us are reading the Bible more than
we did 2 years ago! This is forward momentum; it gives a positive picture of the congregation that
we are becoming.
On the flip side, most of us pray daily. And here’s the evidence of people’s honesty in this survey,
a handful of us do not pray monthly outside of church! That’s heartbreaking to see.
A fourth of us are in a Bible class/Bible study. A third of us donate 6 percent or more of our income
to Our Saviour’s. (Thank you for that trust.) How do we donate our time/volunteer: 62 in food
preparation/serving, 47 greeter/usher, 30 committee service, 22 Sunday School/VBS/Bible study,
21 music, 19 Care ministries and slightly smaller numbers for several more categories. Thank you!
What helps us most in our worship services? 1) Sermon, 2) Liturgy and Communion, 3) Talking with
people, 4) Music, 5) Videos, 6) Sunday School.
Overwhelmingly people said that the purpose of Our Saviour’s is to provide a place of fellowship and
share God’s love. The second purpose, to make disciples.
People’s handwritten comments fit into four categories: the nature of our congregation, importance of
mission, technology and music, and the role of a pastor.
Regarding the nature of Our Saviour’s, there were positive comments about how welcoming we are.
Some urged us to stay focused on mission, reaching out with the good news of Jesus. Some people
said that continual integration of technology and contemporary music is important; there was also a
voice of concern about music volume.
Thinking about calling a long-term pastor, a few people emphasized the importance for a pastor of
Our Saviour’s to be visible and active in the community.
Saddest answer: A few people “strongly disagree” with the statement, “I really feel like I am a part of
Our Saviour’s.” If that’s how you feel, I would love to visit with you.
Exciting comment: “We would love to be a part of a young couple’s Bible Study.” If that describes
you, please talk with me.
Pastor Ben
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Celebrate Safely
Fireworks are synonymous with our celebration of Independence Day. On average
280 people go to the emergency room every day with firework related injuries in the
month around the July 4th holiday. Fireworks an cause serious burn and eye injuries.
Safety tips: 1. Never allow young children to play or ignite fireworks. Sparklers
burn at temperatures of about 2,000 degrees. Always have adult supervision. 2. Never try to relight
or pick up fireworks that are not fully lit. 3. Never point fireworks at another person or a building.
4. Keep a bucket of water or garden hose close by. HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!! Source: cpsc.gov.
Attention OSLC College Students! Our Saviour’s has funds designated to loan to
OSLC college students. Contact the church office for more information. Please request loan funds
at least three weeks prior to the date needed. If you wish to receive the OSLC monthly
newsletter while attending college, please give your address to the church office.
The newsletter can also be accessed on the church website oslcauduboniowa.org
Summer Special Music
Special music is welcomed for Sunday worship through September 1st while our Senior Choir,
Kids Choir and Praise Band take a break for the summer. If you or someone you know, such as a
visiting relative or friend, could provide vocal or instrumental special music during the summer,
please contact a Worship Committee member, Jane Weber, the church office
or sign up on the sheet located on the bulletin board.
Sanctuary Sunday Morning Air Conditioning
During warm-weather months, the air conditioning will be cooling the sanctuary as worshipers gather.
The AC is programmed to cycle off shortly before worship begins.
Nursery
The nursery will not be staffed during worship in the months of June, July and August.
Families are welcome use the small chapel nursery or the lounge with their children during these
months. The worship service can be heard on speakers in both locations.
Stewardship Square
Regular offerings

05/26
06/02
06/09
06/16

$3,325.00
$4,101.00
$6,069.71
$5,895.00

Weekly Worship
Attendance

05/26
122
06/02
92
06/09
113
06/16
122
Needed Weekly to meet budget—$7,202.30
If you have any questions regarding the OSLC financial report, you
are welcome to contact our Office Manager Pam Steckler or our
Council Treasurer Brandon Toft.
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Online Giving
To donate online, go to
the OSLC website
http://oslcauduboniowa.org
and click on the online
giving tab located at the upper
right hand corner
of the webpage.

“Behind the Cross” Praise Band
Anyone who has a passion for making music in praise of our Lord, and will be in
high school or college next fall, please prayerfully consider becoming a member
of the “Behind the Cross” Praise Band! Along with the pastor, the Praise Band
leads worship the fourth Sunday of the month, August – May. Please contact
Director Jo Beane or the church office for more information.
4K for Cancer
The past four years OSLC has hosted bike riders on their way through Iowa while participating in
4K for Cancer. What a great group of young college students they have been! 4K for Cancer is a
program of the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults, a non-profit organization dedicated to
supplying support, awareness and education for young adults with cancer. They accomplish this
through community service, outreach, and awareness during their 4,000 mile cross-country bike ride.
This year’s team of 29 riders will be coming through Audubon late afternoon
on Thursday, June 27th while on their journey from Baltimore to San Francisco.
OSLC will be hosting them with food and a place to unroll their sleeping bags for
the night. Please contact Jane Weber or the church office if you could help host
this group at the church by serving or providing food.
Children’s Message volunteers are needed!
If you could provide a Children’s Message either the 2nd or 4th Sunday of the month,
please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board or contact the church office.
Suggested messages for each Sunday are provided!

USHERS
Logan Nielsen, Captain
Lee Nielsen
Nick Smith
Nate Vorm
Curtis Derry
Tim Andersen
Sam Graeve
TAXI DRIVER
Tim Andersen
ALTAR GUILD
Raydene Mathisen
Laurie Gilbert
Tammy Sauers

PROJECTION SYSTEM
7Curtis Derry
1421Shannon Jensen
28VIDEO OPERATORS
7Dan Jorgensen
14Dan Christensen
21Frank Olsen
28Dave Madsen
SOUND OPERATORS
7Logan Nielsen
14Krystal Albertsen
21Patrick Hamilton
28Brandon Toft
ACOLYTES
7Ashlyn Pruitt
Austin Pruitt
14Ava Slater
Morgan Smith
21Mattie Nielsen
Alexis Obermeier
28Mason Steckler
Jordan Porsch
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Pastoral Call Committee
Pray, Pray, Pray for our Call Committee! Call Committee Members are:
Jennifer Bauer, Dan Madsen, Kaylene Riebhoff, Tammy Sauers,
Steve Stetzel, Marla Sunberg & Nate Vorm.
This Committee is working together to discern whom God is sending as our long term
Pastor at OSLC. Questions on this process, please talk to any member of the Call Committee.
‘The Rock’ July News (7th-12th Grade)
Thank you to all the youth (14!!) that came to play kick ball and enjoy pizza in June!!
We had a ‘spirited’ game of kick ball and enjoyed each others company for some pizza, it was a
nice relaxing evening. Thanks for carving some time out of your busy summer to share with us!
The Rock wants to have a pool party! We are in the planning stages finding a date that works
for the pool and the leaders. We will share via text/Facebook/posters when we get the
details figured out! So be watching for info!
Enjoy your summer! Remember if you are going to be in 7th grade in the fall to come join us
for Rock events and if you are a high schooler (9-12) high school youth group meets
Sunday nights at 7PM. We would love to see you!
The Rock Youth Group Leaders:
Tracie (304-1256), Sara (304-2363), Nate (304-0548)
Facebook: The Rock OSLC
OSLC website: oslcauduboniowa.org
The Rock Email: therockaudubon@gmail.com

OSLC Church Construction/Dedication Video
Did you know that the original OSLC church, which sat in what is now our front lawn, was moved in
1950 down the street to become St. John's Lutheran Church? On Sunday, June 30th at 10:30 a.m.
(following the Belgian Waffle Brunch) a 20 minute video documenting this interesting time in our
church's history will be shown in the sanctuary. This video was compiled and narrated in 1990 by
L. K. and Lenora Madsen and documents the construction and dedication of our church, the relocation of both the old parsonage and original church, and of a county-wide Sunday School parade, all
dating to the early 1950s. Plans are to show this video following worship again later this summer,
date to be announced. A copy of the DVD is also available to be checked out from the church office.
Sponsored Altar Flowers
Thank you to those who sponsor worship service altar flowers throughout the year!
Worship services remaining to be sponsored for 2019 are July 28th, October 27th, November 4th,
and December 1st, 15th, 24th, 25th & 29th. Please see the floral chart and accompanying detailed
information which are located on the bulletin board.
Sponsored altar flowers are $17 per worship service. Payment may be left in the church office or
in the offering plate (marked Altar Flowers) any time before or within one week of your sponsored
altar flowers. It will be noted in the Sunday bulletin announcement page whose name(s) the altar
flowers are in honor or memory of and by whom they are sponsored. Special floral arrangements
costing more than $17.00 may be requested and paid for through Lori’s Flowers.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4 Church Closed

5

6

Ezekiel 8—
Ezekiel Sees Idolatry in Temple

Hosea 1—God Tells Hosea to
Marry an Adulteress

Hosea 3—Hosea Buys Back His
Adulteress Wife

Hosea 6—
Israel Remains Unfaithful

Hosea 14—God Invites His
People to Return

2 Chronicles 36—Babylon
Conquers Southern Jews

7 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

8

9

10

11

12

13

OSLC kids to Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp
2 Peter 3—
The Day of the Lord Will Come Like a Thief

Jeremiah 39—
Babylon Conquers Jerusalem

Ezekiel 18—
God Is Just to Each Person

Ezekiel 36— God Will
Gather and Renew His People

Daniel 1—
Daniel Is Taken to Babylon

Daniel 2—
Daniel Explains King’s Dream

Daniel 3—Daniel’s Friends
Refuse to Worship Idol

14 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

15

16

17

18

19

20

Daniel 9— Daniel Predicts
Return after 70 years

Zechariah 7—
Justice before Fasting

Ezra 3—
Rebuilding the Altar after Exile

9:00 Staff Meeting

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Holy Communion
10:15 Coffee
3:00 Audubon County Jail Pastoral Visit
7:00 High School Youth Group

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Worship
10:15 Coffee
10:15 Education Committee Meeting
10:15 Worship Committee Meeting
4:00 Friendship Home Vespers
7:00 High School Youth Group

9:00 Staff Meeting
6:30 Building & Property
Committee Meeting

9:00 Staff Meeting

9:00 Women’s Bible Study

9:00 Women’s Bible Study
2:00 Naomi Circle

9:00 Women’s Bible Study

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
9:30 Caring & Sharing

7:00 Men’s Bible Study

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
6:00 Church Council Meeting

9:30 Ruth Circle
10:30 Friendship Home
Communion
CO

OSLC Newsletter
Deadline

Revelation 5—Worship in Every Language

Daniel 5—Daniel Reads
Writing on the Wall

Daniel 6—
Daniel Breaks Law By Praying

Daniel 12—
The Last Days

21 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

22

23

24

25

26

27

1 Peter 2—
A Living Temple and Royal Priests

Haggai 1—Haggai Calls Jews to Ezra 5—
Rebuild Temple
Enemies Protest Rebuilding

Ezra 6—Babylonian King
Authorizes Rebuilding

Ezra 7—Ezra Comes to
Jerusalem under Artaxerxes

Nehemiah 1—
Nehemiah Prays

Nehemiah 2—Artaxerxes
Sends Nehemiah to Jerusalem

28 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

29

30

31

Nehemiah 6—Nehemiah
Finishes Wall around Jerusalem

Nehemiah 8—Nehemiah Gathers
Jews to Hear Scripture

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Holy Communion
10:15 Coffee
4:00 Exira Care Center Vespers
7:00 High School Youth Group

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Worship
10:15 Coffee
7:00 High School Youth Group

Ephesians 6—Be Strong in the Lord
and in His Mighty Power

9:00 Women’s Bible Study

9:00 Staff Meeting
5:00-8:00 VBS

Nehemiah 4—Nehemiah Starts
Wall around Jerusalem

4

9:00 Women’s Bible Study
5:00-8:00 VBS

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
5:00-8:00 VBS
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Anyone who has a passion for making music in praise of our Lord, and will be in
high school or college next fall, please prayerfully consider becoming a member
of the “Behind the Cross” Praise Band! Along with the pastor, the Praise Band
leads worship the fourth Sunday of the month, August – May. Please contact
Director Jo Beane or the church office for more information.
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The past four years OSLC has hosted bike riders on their way through Iowa while participating in
4K for Cancer. What a great group of young college students they have been! 4K for Cancer is a
program of the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults, a non-profit organization dedicated to
supplying support, awareness and education for young adults with cancer. They accomplish this
through community service, outreach, and awareness during their 4,000 mile cross-country bike ride.
This year’s team of 29 riders will be coming through Audubon late afternoon
on Thursday, June 27th while on their journey from Baltimore to San Francisco.
OSLC will be hosting them with food and a place to unroll their sleeping bags for
the night. Please contact Jane Weber or the church office if you could help host
this group at the church by serving or providing food.
Children’s Message volunteers are needed!
If you could provide a Children’s Message either the 2nd or 4th Sunday of the month,
please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board or contact the church office.
Suggested messages for each Sunday are provided!
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Pray, Pray, Pray for our Call Committee! Call Committee Members are:
Jennifer Bauer, Dan Madsen, Kaylene Riebhoff, Tammy Sauers,
Steve Stetzel, Marla Sunberg & Nate Vorm.
This Committee is working together to discern whom God is sending as our long term
Pastor at OSLC. Questions on this process, please talk to any member of the Call Committee.
‘The Rock’ July News (7th-12th Grade)
Thank you to all the youth (14!!) that came to play kick ball and enjoy pizza in June!!
We had a ‘spirited’ game of kick ball and enjoyed each others company for some pizza, it was a
nice relaxing evening. Thanks for carving some time out of your busy summer to share with us!
The Rock wants to have a pool party! We are in the planning stages finding a date that works
for the pool and the leaders. We will share via text/Facebook/posters when we get the
details figured out! So be watching for info!
Enjoy your summer! Remember if you are going to be in 7th grade in the fall to come join us
for Rock events and if you are a high schooler (9-12) high school youth group meets
Sunday nights at 7PM. We would love to see you!
The Rock Youth Group Leaders:
Tracie (304-1256), Sara (304-2363), Nate (304-0548)
Facebook: The Rock OSLC
OSLC website: oslcauduboniowa.org
The Rock Email: therockaudubon@gmail.com

OSLC Church Construction/Dedication Video
Did you know that the original OSLC church, which sat in what is now our front lawn, was moved in
1950 down the street to become St. John's Lutheran Church? On Sunday, June 30th at 10:30 a.m.
(following the Belgian Waffle Brunch) a 20 minute video documenting this interesting time in our
church's history will be shown in the sanctuary. This video was compiled and narrated in 1990 by
L. K. and Lenora Madsen and documents the construction and dedication of our church, the relocation of both the old parsonage and original church, and of a county-wide Sunday School parade, all
dating to the early 1950s. Plans are to show this video following worship again later this summer,
date to be announced. A copy of the DVD is also available to be checked out from the church office.
Sponsored Altar Flowers
Thank you to those who sponsor worship service altar flowers throughout the year!
Worship services remaining to be sponsored for 2019 are July 28th, October 27th, November 4th,
and December 1st, 15th, 24th, 25th & 29th. Please see the floral chart and accompanying detailed
information which are located on the bulletin board.
Sponsored altar flowers are $17 per worship service. Payment may be left in the church office or
in the offering plate (marked Altar Flowers) any time before or within one week of your sponsored
altar flowers. It will be noted in the Sunday bulletin announcement page whose name(s) the altar
flowers are in honor or memory of and by whom they are sponsored. Special floral arrangements
costing more than $17.00 may be requested and paid for through Lori’s Flowers.
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What Did People Say in the Congregational Survey?
I was offended. The DMV official asked me what color my hair was, and I said, “Brown.” She
responded, “I think it’s gray.” True, it’s pretty gray now, but not several years ago. I told my family,
and they laughed. They did, however, agree that my hair was still very brown, not gray.
I think the DMV worker was looking ahead. I would have that driver’s license for several years, and
my scattering of gray hairs was going to increase—not decrease.
Understanding ourselves as a congregation takes honesty, and like the DMV official, a little foresight.
Not only, “What are we like today?” Also, “What does that mean for the future?” And so, we have
taken our pulse—our Congregational Survey. Many thanks to the 103 people who completed the
survey, 79 on paper and 24 online. Here is a summary of what we said about ourselves.
A majority of the surveys were from people who have been part of Our Saviour’s for 30 years.
About half the respondents were over 60 years old and about half under 60. The most common
feature people recommend about our congregation is our “welcoming atmosphere,” followed by
children’s/youth ministry and Sunday morning worship.
I was delighted to find that 61 percent said we have “sensed the presence of God or felt touched by
God” in the last week, and another 22 percent in the last month. Almost half of us read the Bible
outside of church every week. Very exciting news: 38 percent of us are reading the Bible more than
we did 2 years ago! This is forward momentum; it gives a positive picture of the congregation that
we are becoming.
On the flip side, most of us pray daily. And here’s the evidence of people’s honesty in this survey,
a handful of us do not pray monthly outside of church! That’s heartbreaking to see.
A fourth of us are in a Bible class/Bible study. A third of us donate 6 percent or more of our income
to Our Saviour’s. (Thank you for that trust.) How do we donate our time/volunteer: 62 in food
preparation/serving, 47 greeter/usher, 30 committee service, 22 Sunday School/VBS/Bible study,
21 music, 19 Care ministries and slightly smaller numbers for several more categories. Thank you!
What helps us most in our worship services? 1) Sermon, 2) Liturgy and Communion, 3) Talking with
people, 4) Music, 5) Videos, 6) Sunday School.
Overwhelmingly people said that the purpose of Our Saviour’s is to provide a place of fellowship and
share God’s love. The second purpose, to make disciples.
People’s handwritten comments fit into four categories: the nature of our congregation, importance of
mission, technology and music, and the role of a pastor.
Regarding the nature of Our Saviour’s, there were positive comments about how welcoming we are.
Some urged us to stay focused on mission, reaching out with the good news of Jesus. Some people
said that continual integration of technology and contemporary music is important; there was also a
voice of concern about music volume.
Thinking about calling a long-term pastor, a few people emphasized the importance for a pastor of
Our Saviour’s to be visible and active in the community.
Saddest answer: A few people “strongly disagree” with the statement, “I really feel like I am a part of
Our Saviour’s.” If that’s how you feel, I would love to visit with you.
Exciting comment: “We would love to be a part of a young couple’s Bible Study.” If that describes
you, please talk with me.
Pastor Ben
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Celebrate Safely
Fireworks are synonymous with our celebration of Independence Day. On average
280 people go to the emergency room every day with firework related injuries in the
month around the July 4th holiday. Fireworks an cause serious burn and eye injuries.
Safety tips: 1. Never allow young children to play or ignite fireworks. Sparklers
burn at temperatures of about 2,000 degrees. Always have adult supervision. 2. Never try to relight
or pick up fireworks that are not fully lit. 3. Never point fireworks at another person or a building.
4. Keep a bucket of water or garden hose close by. HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!! Source: cpsc.gov.
Attention OSLC College Students! Our Saviour’s has funds designated to loan to
OSLC college students. Contact the church office for more information. Please request loan funds
at least three weeks prior to the date needed. If you wish to receive the OSLC monthly
newsletter while attending college, please give your address to the church office.
The newsletter can also be accessed on the church website oslcauduboniowa.org
Summer Special Music
Special music is welcomed for Sunday worship through September 1st while our Senior Choir,
Kids Choir and Praise Band take a break for the summer. If you or someone you know, such as a
visiting relative or friend, could provide vocal or instrumental special music during the summer,
please contact a Worship Committee member, Jane Weber, the church office
or sign up on the sheet located on the bulletin board.
Sanctuary Sunday Morning Air Conditioning
During warm-weather months, the air conditioning will be cooling the sanctuary as worshipers gather.
The AC is programmed to cycle off shortly before worship begins.
Nursery
The nursery will not be staffed during worship in the months of June, July and August.
Families are welcome use the small chapel nursery or the lounge with their children during these
months. The worship service can be heard on speakers in both locations.
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Needed Weekly to meet budget—$7,202.30
If you have any questions regarding the OSLC financial report, you
are welcome to contact our Office Manager Pam Steckler or our
Council Treasurer Brandon Toft.
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Online Giving
To donate online, go to
the OSLC website
http://oslcauduboniowa.org
and click on the online
giving tab located at the upper
right hand corner
of the webpage.

