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Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ

OSLC address: 326 Leroy Street, Audubon, Iowa 50025
OSLC Telephone: (712) 563-2625 Pastor Ben’s Cell #: 805-444-1364
OSLC Website: oslcauduboniowa.org
OSLC Email: oslc@iowatelecom.net Pastor Ben’s Email: oslcpastor@windstream.net
Free Community Christmas Day Dinner
Celebrating our 15th year!
OSLC Social Room, Dec. 25th, 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Everyone welcome! Turkey and all the trimmings!
Reservations appreciated by December 20th
Sign up on the bulletin board or call the church office
The Community Christmas Day Dinner is an important community
outreach ministry held at OSLC. Because of the generosity and prayers of volunteers and donors, this heart-warming free Christmas Dinner and time of fellowship
served 235 people from our church and community last year.
Volunteers needed to provide desserts and to help during the dinner on
Christmas Day. Additional time to volunteer is for food prep/set tables
on Sunday, December 23rd following worship.

Your help will
be appreciated
following
worship on
December 30th
as we pack
away
Christmas
decorations
and again
on January 6th
when the
altar trees are
taken down.

Sign-up sheets with information about attending the dinner, volunteering to work,
or providing desserts are located on the bulletin board in the entryway.
This is a community event which welcomes & encourages volunteers
from the community. Thank you!

Kindness

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Worship Schedule
December 24th:
Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. worship with Holy Family portrayal and
Holy Communion 9:00 p.m. candlelight worship
December 25th:
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. worship service
Free Christmas Community Dinner 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

“Knowing Jesus, Growing in Jesus, Sharing Jesus”
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So in everything, do unto others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the
Law of Prophets. Matthew 7:12 (NIV)
Kindness can be defined as the quality of being friendly, generous and considerate. Acts of
kindness can be simple and just be open to the needs of others. It can be as easy as sharing a smile with
someone, giving a compliment, or just using good manners. Kindness maybe delivering a homemade
meal to someone, refusing to gossip, and donating things you no longer need.
Be kind to yourself. Don’t be too hard on yourself if things don’t go the way you hoped.
Maybe God has another plan, Take care of yourself. Eat healthy meals, get plenty of rest, and take time
to be quiet each day.
Reflect on how you feel when someone is kind to you or you are kind to
someone else. Kindness has many benefits including increased happiness, a healthy
heart, improved relationships, and slower aging.
In 2019 try and practice kindness every day.
Happy KIND New Year!
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King David said that the Bible is “more precious than gold, than much pure gold…sweeter than
honey, than honey from the honeycomb” (Psalm 19:9-10). God said that kings should keep a copy of
God’s Word with them and read, and David took this seriously. He said that God’s Word is “more
precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold” (119:72). When life seemed dark, David
declared, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path” (119:105).
In 2019, the very best gift that I could give to many of us is a successful trip through the Bible, from
Genesis through Revelation. But there’s a problem with that. Most people do not read books. Pastors
do not like to admit this, but it is true.
Daily devotionals are the greatest tool ever for getting people to read Scripture on a daily basis, but
devotionals do not get us through the whole Bible. Christians aspire to read the Bible, but it feels like
a high hill to climb. If we start in Genesis, many give up in Exodus, or if we are strong, in Leviticus.
We run in to parts that are awfully hard to understand. We have never read giant books like War and
Peace or Moby Dick. Tackling the 1,189 chapters from Genesis to Revelation feels huge!
May I repeat? The very best gift that I could give to many of us is a successful trip through the Bible,
from Genesis through Revelation. My good news for you: We have a way to do this together this
year!
We will read one chapter a day (not 3 or 4), and we will understand the whole Bible from beginning
to end. We will read chapters that can be understood on their own. We will read chapters from the
Old Testament that tell the story of God’s work among his people and chapters that point us to Jesus,
the Messiah and Savior. As we read key chapters from the Old Testament, our Sunday readings will
be weekly visits to the New Testament. As we walk through Lent toward Easter, we will find special
Lenten readings, and we will read the Gospel of John in the month leading up to Easter. When we
begin the New Testament, our Sunday readings will be weekly visits to the Old Testament, especially
the Psalms. We will read the Gospel of Matthew and selected chapters from Acts and the Letters
(Epistles).
Special readings will lead us up to Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. At Thanksgiving, in a season of
New Testament chapters, we will enjoy a full week of Psalms. At year’s end, we will have read
chronologically from Genesis to Revelation, from every book in the Bible!
You will never be the same!
This is a no-guilt project. If you miss some days, jump back in on the current day. If you want to read
those missed days, good, but do NOT worry about it.
There are booklets on a table in the entry if you want to see the whole year’s readings. Or, simply
follow along in the newsletter calendar. You will see each day’s reading.
Pastor Ben Unseth
As a reminder, on Sunday mornings general announcements and Temple Talks will begin prior to
9:00 a.m. in order for our worship service to begin at 9:00 a.m. or shortly after.
I want to thank the congregation in sending the Christmas wishes and also of course the goodies!!
I appreciate the Support from Our Saviour's Lutheran Church on our current mission in Afghanistan.
Merry Christmas and Happy New year to all.
God Bless, Derek Ridgeway, CTR, USA
Army Institutional Advisory Team (AIAT) Qargha GSU Advisor
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LCMC THREE DAYS OF PRAYER
Every LCMC congregation, member and pastor is being invited to set aside some time each day
of January 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 2019 for prayer.
Our attitude toward prayer has often been characterized by saying, “well, all we can do now is
pray!”. Prayer is not the hopeless act of desperation. Prayer is a gift that God has given to us as a
means to approach the throne of grace with confidence—like that of a child coming to her parents
sharing concerns, victories, defeats and every part of life. It is an opportunity to express the deepest
heartache and the greatest joy. Prayer is a conversation between the Creator and the created…and the
conversation began with God, for us, in Christ Jesus.
Let’s come together as an association of congregations across the U.S. and around the world to pray!
The church will never rise up until we first get down on our knees!
Day One: January 1st
This is a day focused on confession. We have made our lives, our relationships—and even the
church—in our own image. We confess that the church belongs to Jesus and not to us. We gather to
lay down our pride, our sin and our agenda and ask the Lord of the church for forgiveness, which He
gives freely and with mercy.
Day Two: January 2nd
This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the pastor, for the leaders, for those who
carry out ministries, for the Sunday School teachers, for the Confirmation leaders, for those leading
adult Bible studies and for those leading small groups. Pray for those in hospital and nursing home
ministries. Pray for all those connected to your church that they might know God’s redeeming love
for all in Christ.
Day Three: January 3rd
This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again move through the hearts and minds of
leaders and pastors that God’s vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time of
prayer for renewal, revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s vision.
If Worship or Sunday School is cancelled due to bad weather it will be announced on
KSOM 96.5 FM or KJAN 1220 AM radio stations and posted on their websites.
Please use your best judgement as worship will only be cancelled when city streets are impassable.
Confirmation and Kids Choir will not be held if school is cancelled
or let out early on a Wednesday for bad weather.
Stewardship Square
Regular offerings

11/18
12/02

$3,330.00
$4,770.44

11/25
12/09

$2,077.78
$14,546.83

Weekly Worship Attendance

11/18
12/02

198
139

11/25
12/09

109
200

Needed Weekly to meet budget—$7,169.83
If you have any questions regarding the OSLC financial report,
you are welcome to contact our Office Manager Pam Steckler
or our Council Treasurer Brandon Toft.
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Wednesday Advent worship services are recorded on DVDs
and may be checked out from the Church Office.
Thank you to those who devote extra time or donate items during Advent and Christmas.
To those who help decorate our church, Sunday School teachers and kids for their extra time for
the Christmas program, carolers, choirs, organists, ushers, altar guild, acolytes, staff, sound/video/
projection system operators, Advent supper and Christmas dinner volunteers, and many others
who devote extra time for our Advent and Christmas activities. Your dedication and time
are a blessing to our church family!

Online Giving

To donate online, go to the OSLC website http://oslcauduboniowa.org and click on the online giving
tab located at the upper right hand corner of the webpage. Questions, contact the church office.
Year-End Financial Gifts
Year-end financial gifts are encouraged and appreciated. Please be sure your gift is received in the
church office by December 30th at noon (our last deposit of the year will be done at 9:00 a.m.
December 31st). Because of IRS regulations, a back-dated check received in 2019 does not qualify
as a 2018 contribution of record. As with any giving, clearly mark your intentions on your offering
envelope as well as on your check. If you would like to know what your 2018 year to date giving is,
please contact the church office.
January Rock News:
Happy New Year to you all!!
We are excited to share what our plans are for the start of 2019!
Winter Jam: Where: Council Bluffs, When: January 24th, Cost: $15 and
The Rock will cover $5, we are working on transportation, so we need to know if
you are interested in coming with for the concert by January 12th. We leave
school around 3PM, wait in line for tickets (they are at the door) so BUNDLE up,
then enjoy the music and get home very late, somewhere around 12-12:30.
This is a FUN night! Please let Sara or Tracie know by January 12 th if you can come!
The Rock Soup-er Bowl and Subs: The Rock is selling soup and subs for everyone to enjoy the
Super Bowl game! The Rock will take orders the second week of January and have orders ready for
pick up after church February 3rd! Order forms will be at the back of the church,
thanks for your support in advance!
IGNITE youth leadership conference: Where: Grace Church in Des Moines, When: March 15-16th,
Cost: $50, but the Rock asks you to reserve your spot with a nonrefundable $20 by Feb. 20 th.
The Rock will cover the hotel stay and the rest of the conference ticket. We leave after practice
Friday night, grab supper, enjoy the conference, then hit the hotel for some sleep, then we go back for
break out sessions at the conference Saturday, and get home around 4-5. Let Sara or Tracie know if
you are interested and we can fill you in, or you can visit: ignite.youth.org for more information!
Watch for texts and poster in SS classroom, we are hoping to have a movie/game day on a Sunday
afternoon in February, we will share when we finalize!
The Rock Youth Group Leaders: Tracie C. (304-1256), Sara S. (304-2363), Nate V. (304-0548)
Facebook: The Rock OSLC
OSLC website: oslcauduboniowa.org The Rock Email: therockaudubon@gmail.com
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PROJECTION SYSTEM
6Curtis Derry
1320Shannon Jensen
27Raydene Mathisen
VIDEO OPERATORS
6Ken Burns
13Brian Jensen
20Dan Jorgensen
27Dan Christensen
SOUND OPERATORS
6Logan Nielsen
13Brandon Toft
20Krystal Albertsen
27Patrick Hamilton
JUNIOR HIGH SS PARENT
6Allie Brooks
13Kristie Nielsen
20Christy Konkler
27Jen Deist
NURSERY
6Tara Hansen
13Sharon Winterboer
20Melissa Starmer
27Judy Baker

USHERS
Todd Nelsen, Captain
Chip Hansen
Randy Nelsen
Lyle Hansen
Kurt Nelson
Tony Smith
Cliff Nelson
Bill Moore
Dean Lauritsen
TAXI DRIVER
Todd Nelsen
ALTAR GUILD
Alice Hemmingsen
Phyllis Larsen
Barb Jacobsen
ACOLYTES
6Amalie Lansman
Morgan Smith
13Sienna Albertsen
Keegan Deist
20Abbie Erickson
Carson Vorm
27Amalie Lansman
Collin Bauer

December is Caring & Sharing month at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Items needed: Kleenex, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Laundry soap, Dish soap,
Toilet paper, Spaghetti noodles, Spaghetti sauce, Tuna, Canned fruit, Canned soup,
Peanut butter, Macaroni & cheese, Cereal.
Caring & Sharing is a non-profit, non-perishable food/clothing pantry for Audubon county
residents located in the Memorial Building. Questions, contact Norma Nielsen at 563-4393.
Sunday School
for youth and adults will not be held on December 23rd or December 30th.
We will resume Sunday School classes on Sunday, January 6 th.
Annual Meeting—Sunday, January 27th
9:00 a.m. Sunday School & 10:15 a.m. Worship (NOTE TIME CHANGE)
Annual Meeting will immediately follow Worship in the sanctuary!
Thank you Pastor Ben and my Church Family for all the cards and visits while
I was in the hospital. A special Thank you to my family and nurses that were so
good to me while I was there and at home! Love, Caroline Boeck
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1 Church Closed

2

3

4

5

Genesis 1
(Creation)

Genesis 2
(Adam & Eve)

Genesis 3
(Adam & Eve Sinned)

Genesis 4
(Cain Murders Abel)

Genesis 6 (God Tells Noah
to Build an Ark)

9:30 Caring & Sharing
2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

6 The Epiphany of Our Lord

7

8

9

10

11

12

2 Peter 2
(The Lord Rescues the Godly)

Genesis 7
(God Sent the Flood)

Genesis 8
(The Flood Ends)

Genesis 9 (God Makes a
Covenant with Noah)

Genesis 12
(God Calls Abraham)

Genesis 15 (God Makes a
Covenant with Abraham)

Genesis 16 (Abraham Has a
Son with Hagar)

13 Baptism of Our Lord

14

15

16

17

18

19

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Holy Communion
10:15 Coffee, Sr. Choir, Sunday School.
Take altar trees down
5:00 Staff Christmas Party
7:00 High School Youth Group

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Worship
10:15 Coffee, Sr. Choir, Sunday School
11:15 “BTC” Praise Band Practice
4:00 Friendship Home Vespers
7:00 High School Youth Group

9:00 Staff Meeting

9:00 Staff Meeting
1:15 Quilting
6:30 Building & Property
Committee Meeting

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
9:00 Women’s Bible Study
2:00 Naomi Circle Bible Study

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
9:00 Women’s Bible Study

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation
7:00 Church Council Meeting

10:30 Friendship Home
Communion

9:30 Ruth Circle Bible Study

Shepherd’s Staff
Deadline

Galatians 4
(Children of Freedom, Not of Slavery)

Genesis 17 (God Renews His
Covenant with Abraham)

Genesis 18
(Abraham Pleads for Sodom)

Genesis 19 (God Destroys
Sodom and Gomorrah)

Genesis 20
(Abraham Lies about Sarah)

Genesis 21 (Abraham Has
a Son with Sarah)

Genesis 22
(God Tests Abraham)

20 Second Sunday after the Epiphany

21

22

23

24

25

26

Genesis 24
(Isaac and Rebekah Wed)

Genesis 25
(Jacob and Esau are Born)

Genesis 26
(Isaac Lies About Rebekah)

Genesis 27
(Jacob Tricks Isaac)

Genesis 28
(Jacob Builds and Altar)

Genesis 29
(Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel)

27 Third Sunday after the Epiphany

28

29

30

31

1 Timothy 3
(Qualifications for Church Leaders)

Genesis 30 (Jacob’s Family
and Wealth Grow)

Genesis 31
(Jacob Escapes Laban)

Genesis 33
(Jacob Meets Esau)

Genesis 35
(Jacob Returns to His Altar)

8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Holy Communion
10:15 Coffee, Sr. Choir, Sunday School,
Blood Pressure Checks
11:15 Worship Committee Meeting
11:15 “BTC” Praise Band Practice
7:00 High School Youth Group
Hebrews 11
(Living by Faith)
8:30 Prayer Power
9:00 Sr. Choir, Sunday School
10:15 Worship with “BTC” Praise Band
11:15 Annual Meeting
7:00 High School Youth Group

9:00 Staff Meeting

9:00 Staff Meeting
1:15 Quilting
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9:00 Women’s Bible Study

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
9:00 Women’s Bible Study

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

WinterJam in Council Bluffs
South Africa Mission Trip
(January 24-February 5)
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you are interested in coming with for the concert by January 12th. We leave
school around 3PM, wait in line for tickets (they are at the door) so BUNDLE up,
then enjoy the music and get home very late, somewhere around 12-12:30.
This is a FUN night! Please let Sara or Tracie know by January 12 th if you can come!
The Rock Soup-er Bowl and Subs: The Rock is selling soup and subs for everyone to enjoy the
Super Bowl game! The Rock will take orders the second week of January and have orders ready for
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Cost: $50, but the Rock asks you to reserve your spot with a nonrefundable $20 by Feb. 20 th.
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break out sessions at the conference Saturday, and get home around 4-5. Let Sara or Tracie know if
you are interested and we can fill you in, or you can visit: ignite.youth.org for more information!
Watch for texts and poster in SS classroom, we are hoping to have a movie/game day on a Sunday
afternoon in February, we will share when we finalize!
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Genesis through Revelation. But there’s a problem with that. Most people do not read books. Pastors
do not like to admit this, but it is true.
Daily devotionals are the greatest tool ever for getting people to read Scripture on a daily basis, but
devotionals do not get us through the whole Bible. Christians aspire to read the Bible, but it feels like
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