Guidelines for Weddings at
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church
Audubon, Iowa
Guidelines revised & fees determined
by Church Council, October, 2012
Reviewed January, 2018
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We rejoice in your love for each other and your excitement as
you prepare for your wedding. Christian marriage is more than a legal
covenant recognized by the State. It is more than a social
announcement of your intention to live as husband and wife and
to share that occasion with family and friends. Christian marriage
is a covenant of faith, a gift from God, who is the source of all life and
love. It is a worship service during which you invite God to be a
witness to your promises to each other and ask God to bless your
marriage and be a partner with you in your relationship.
Since Jesus Christ is the center of all worship at Our Saviour's,
the marriage ceremony must be centered in Christ. To assist you in
planning such a ceremony and prepare you for a life-long relationship,
we offer these wedding guidelines and standards.

Pastor Doug Opp

Our Wedding
Wedding Date:

Time:

Rehearsal Date:

Time:

Rehearsal Dinner Place:
Sessions with Pastor:

In a Christian wedding:
 The focus of attention is on God, not the bride and groom.
 The church is seen as a house of worship. The church year is not
interrupted even for festive occasions and liturgical colors are not
changed for a wedding.
 Weddings are not scheduled during Holy Week, the most important
observance of the church year.
 It is the exchange of vows that constitutes the marriage. The pastor
serves as the primary witness to this exchange, but it is the bride
and groom who bind themselves together as husband and wife by
their promises.
 The wedding is a worship service. Ushers hand out bulletins to the
congregation, which actively participate in the worship.
 Music is chosen based on conversations between the couple with
the Music Coordinator, Organist and Pastor. The purpose of the
music is to invoke God's presence and blessing, to praise God,
and to highlight Christ's love for the church as the model for love
and faithfulness in marriage. Use of any popular music must be
approved and reflect those purposes.
 A wedding is a festive occasion that calls for thanksgiving and joy.
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#1
#2
#3

Sessions with Music Coordinator:
#1

"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh"
(Genesis 2:24)

Weddings as Worship

Time:

#2
Sessions with Organist:
#1
#2
Office Phone Number: (712) 563-2625
Pastor's Phone Numbers: cell (712) 304–5567
Home (712-563-2151)
Church email: oslc@iowatelecom.net
Organist's Phone Number:
Photographer's Phone Number:
Soloist’s Phone Number:
Florist's Phone Number:

Please be sure to inform your wedding party that
no smoking or alcohol is permitted anywhere
on church property.
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Wedding Fee Schedule

Determined by Church Council March, 2011
PREPARE-ENRICH $35.00
(for relationship assessment inventory) Bring check to first
session with pastor, payable to Life Innovations, Inc.
DEPOSIT FOR USE OF BUILDING $150.00
This applies if neither the bride nor groom nor their parents are
members of Our Saviour's. $50.00 of this will be refunded following
the wedding, less any additional charges that may be incurred. If a
reception is held at the church, the $50.00 will not be refunded
following the wedding. The $150.00 deposit must be paid before
the wedding date is reserved on the church's calendar.
WEDDING SERVICES (members and non-members)
Organist or Pianist:
$75.00 (includes meeting with couple, rehearsal & wedding)
$25.00 (additional fee per each soloist song accompaniment)
Soloists: $50.00 (suggested minimum. Soloists often have their own fees)
Sound System: $25.00 (during rehearsal)
$25.00 (during wedding)
Video-recording: $25.00 (if arranged through church)
Custodian: $50.00 (for rehearsal & for clean-up after wedding)
$50.00 (for reception at church)
Church Representative: $25.00 (for rehearsal)
$50.00 (for wedding)
Fees are due in the church office two weeks before the
wedding date.
PASTOR
(Non-Members and inactive members) The minimum required honorarium for the pastor is $100.00 (covering up to four premarital sessions,
rehearsal and wedding).

(Active Members) The amount of honorarium is at the discretion of
the Bride and Groom.
If you have any questions about these fees, please talk with
the pastor.
The fees for Organist, Sound System, Custodian, Soloists (if
church arranges), Video (if church arranges), Church
Representative and OSLC Pastor (if OSLC Pastor officiates)
must be left with the Office Manager or Pastor at least two
weeks prior to the wedding. We will distribute the fees to the
appropriate people after the wedding.
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Checklist of Things You Need to Do
Before Your Wedding

( ) 1. Contact the Office Manager (Pam Steckler) at 563-2625 to
reserve the church for the wedding, rehearsal time, and pastor's
availability.
( ) 2. Attend a minimum of up to four pre-marriage sessions with the
pastor. Each session is at least 60 minutes.
( ) 3. Office Manager (Pam Steckler) and Music Co-ordinator (Jane
Weber) are available to help make arrangements for the wedding
(including music, organist, soloist(s), dressing rooms, bulletin
information, reception possibilities at the church, marriage candles,
decorations and flowers, and audio/video recording of the wedding).
( ) 4. Contact florist of choice (flowers, candelabras, unity candle, etc.)
( ) 5. Contact photographer of choice.
( ) 6. Contact soloists and other musicians.
( ) 7. Two weeks prior to rehearsal, leave payments with Office
Manager or Pastor for Pastor Honorarium, Organist, Sound Operator,
Custodians, Soloists (if arranged through church) and Video Operator
(if church is videorecording) and Church Representative.
( ) 8. Church rental deposit of $150.00 for non-members is required to
secure the wedding date.

Preparing for Marriage

SETTING THE DATE
The wedding date needs to be set well in advance, preferably
not less than three months ahead of time, to reserve it on the church's
calendar.
When the wedding date is set, time for the rehearsal also needs
to be set. If all members of the wedding party are on time, the rehearsal
normally takes less than one hour. When planning for the rehearsal,
take into account the time and place scheduled for the rehearsal dinner
(if any).
All participants in the wedding need to be at the rehearsal
(including attendants, ushers, parents of the bride and groom, organist,
soloist, sound operator, flower girl and ring bearer, etc.). Bear in mind
that the rehearsal is the preparation for a sacred worship service and
will be conducted accordingly. THE MARRIAGE LICENSE should
be brought to the church office no later than one week before the
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wedding (preferably as soon you apply for it). The bride, bridegroom,
maid (matron) of honor and best man all need to sign the license
during or after the ceremony.
PRE-MARITAL SESSIONS
A minimum of up to four, one-hour sessions with the pastor
must be scheduled and completed before the day of the wedding.
Preferably this is done as far in advance as
possible beginning six months or more prior to the wedding day.
The first session is to gather preliminary information and give
the couple the chance to take PREPARE-ENRICH, a relationship
assessment inventory. There is a processing fee of $35.00, which
must be paid at the first session.
The second & third sessions are scheduled at least two
weeks after the first. During these sessions the couple and pastor
discuss the relationship inventory report. If not before that session,
you will also receive materials necessary to plan the details of the
wedding service.
The fourth and final session will focus on preparing the
details of the wedding service. You need to have all necessary
information completed before this session, including discussion of
music with the Music Coordinator and Organist. Additional sessions,
as needed, are scheduled at the discretion of the Pastor.
MARRIAGE LICENSE
Apply for your marriage license in person at any county
courthouse in Iowa. Bring the license to the church office at least
one week before the wedding.
WEDDING MUSIC
Music is an important part of any worship service,
including a wedding. Careful consideration needs to be given to the
selection of music for this important day. Only music appropriate for
a Christian worship service is appropriate for your wedding. Any
other popular music is best left for use during your reception.
Pastor approval for all music is required.
Our Music Coordinator (Jane Weber) will help with the
selection of many types of music for your wedding day, including
organ, piano and vocal solos. Our organist is also an important
resource person.
To ensure the proper use of the organ and
performance of music in keeping with Lutheran traditions, OSLC
organists can play for your wedding. Consideration of an outside
organist for the wedding must be cleared by our staff to ensure your
organist is experienced at playing a pipe organ. A digital Grand
piano is also available in the sanctuary.
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Wedding Hymns for Congregation Singing

Congregational singing of hymns is one way to actively involve those
gathered at a wedding service. Here are just a few suggestions
from the Lutheran book of Worship and With One Voice
LBW #287 "O Perfect Love"
LBW #315 "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"
LBW #474 "Children of the Heavenly Father"
LBW #534 "Now Thank We All Our God"
LBW #551 "Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee"
LBW #557 "Let All Things Now Living"
LBW #289 "Heavenly Father, Hear Our Prayer"
WOV #749 “When Love Is Found”
WOV #648 “Jesus, Come! For We Invite You”

Miscellaneous Information

1. The use of rice, birdseed and confetti in the church building or on
the church grounds IS NOT ALLOWED. Clean-up of any debris
outside left from decorating vehicles or any other purpose is the
responsibility of the wedding party and family. If left undone, the
church will need to pay someone to do it and you will be billed for
the expenses.
2. The church will need to be cleaned of flowers, candles, bows,
personal items, food, etc. directly following the service. Please make
arrangements for someone to do this. If our Custodians are expected
to do this, there will be an extra charge as the sanctuary needs to be
prepared for Sunday services. The church is locked shortly after all
wedding guests have left.
3. Dressing room areas are available for the wedding party at the
church. Make sure you clear arrival times with the Office Manager
or Music Coordinator. Be sure to check all dressing areas after the
wedding for personal items remaining.
4. Arrange for someone to be in charge of gathering wedding gifts and
personal items so they are not left at the church.
5. Smoking is not permitted anywhere in the church or on the church
grounds.
6. No alcohol may be used in the building or on the church grounds at
the rehearsal or the wedding. Any wedding party participants, who
come under the influence, will be asked to leave, including the Bride
or Groom. Please be sure to inform your wedding party that no
smoking or alcohol is permitted anywhere on church property.
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WEDDING RECEPTION/REHEARSAL MEAL
The church's downstairs social room is available for receptions
or rehearsal dinners. Advance reservations must be made with the
Office Manager. If the wedding reception is held at the church on a
Saturday, we ask that the wedding service begin no later than 5:00
p.m. and the reception must conclude by midnight.
If a reception is held at the church, the following apply:
1. Food, punch & coffee is to be furnished by the wedding party.
Family and friends will serve the meal unless a caterer is hired.
2. Church equipment (trays, coffee pots, dishes, silverware and silver
services, etc.) are not to be removed from the church for private use.
3. If the church kitchen is used by persons who are not members
of Our Saviour's, a representative from the church will need to be
present.
4. If use of dishwasher is required by a caterer, please
contact the church office so that arrangements can be made.
5. There is a $50 custodial fee for receptions held at the church.
6. If a rehearsal meal is held at the church, it is expected that the
social room, kitchen and downstairs restrooms will be cleaned by you
immediately following your dinner. Guidelines for cleaning will be
provided for you.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Planning Tips that Bridal
Magazines May Miss

Pray together as a couple; ask others to pray for you.
Attend weekly worship together.
Make the most of your premarital counseling.
Remember that a Christian wedding service is first and foremost a
worship service.
5. Plan ways for the wedding congregation to participate in the
service.
6. Secular songs and readings that focus on human love are best
enjoyed at the reception.
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FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS
The altar candles are always in place and used at all
weddings. Aisle candelabras may be used (contact your florist).
If a unity candle or unity sand is desired, you must provide your
own. The church has a table and lace cloth on which it can be placed.
The unity candle or unity sand should not be placed on the altar itself.
If you wish to leave any wedding flowers for use at the
following Sunday worship services, please notify the Office Manager
as soon as possible. Generally these flowers are delivered after
the Sunday worship to shut-ins and hospitalized members of the
congregation. If there is someone you would like to receive some
of the flowers, notify the Office Manager prior to the wedding.
PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING
The wedding service is worship, so NO flash photography may
be taken during the ceremony. Photography that uses existing light
and that does not disturb the worship is permitted (taken from the rear
of the church). The church can arrange for both audio and video DVD
recording of the ceremony. A fee is required. Video turns out best if
the sanctuary is well lit. Flash photographs may be taken in the
sanctuary before the wedding, during the processional, and after.
Be sure your photographer is aware of these expectations. Please
inform the pastor if he/she is to be included in any of the formal
pictures.
WEDDING BULLETINS
Bulletins are helpful for the worshipping congregation. You will
need the order of worship for the bulletin which can be picked up
through the church office, Pastor Doug or the Wedding Coordinator.
The order of worship in your bulletin needs to be approved through
Pastor Doug before being finalized.
WEDDING POLICY
As a Lutheran congregation that holds to the Bible as our sole
rule and norm of faith and practice, it is the belief of Our Saviour's
Lutheran Church, Audubon, Iowa that marriage is between one man
and one woman. (See Genesis 2:24-25, Matthew 19:4-6,
Mark 10:2-9). Thus, it is the official policy of Our Saviour's Lutheran
Church and its Pastor(s) to conduct weddings, blessings of civil
marriages, or renewal of vows ceremonies for heterosexual couples
only. Also, it is the policy of this congregation and its pastor that the
church building and grounds will not be rented out to same sex
couples seeking these rites by the pastor of another church or other
person authorized by the State of Iowa to conduct these ceremonies.
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wedding (preferably as soon you apply for it). The bride, bridegroom,
maid (matron) of honor and best man all need to sign the license
during or after the ceremony.
PRE-MARITAL SESSIONS
A minimum of up to four, one-hour sessions with the pastor
must be scheduled and completed before the day of the wedding.
Preferably this is done as far in advance as
possible beginning six months or more prior to the wedding day.
The first session is to gather preliminary information and give
the couple the chance to take PREPARE-ENRICH, a relationship
assessment inventory. There is a processing fee of $35.00, which
must be paid at the first session.
The second & third sessions are scheduled at least two
weeks after the first. During these sessions the couple and pastor
discuss the relationship inventory report. If not before that session,
you will also receive materials necessary to plan the details of the
wedding service.
The fourth and final session will focus on preparing the
details of the wedding service. You need to have all necessary
information completed before this session, including discussion of
music with the Music Coordinator and Organist. Additional sessions,
as needed, are scheduled at the discretion of the Pastor.
MARRIAGE LICENSE
Apply for your marriage license in person at any county
courthouse in Iowa. Bring the license to the church office at least
one week before the wedding.
WEDDING MUSIC
Music is an important part of any worship service,
including a wedding. Careful consideration needs to be given to the
selection of music for this important day. Only music appropriate for
a Christian worship service is appropriate for your wedding. Any
other popular music is best left for use during your reception.
Pastor approval for all music is required.
Our Music Coordinator (Jane Weber) will help with the
selection of many types of music for your wedding day, including
organ, piano and vocal solos. Our organist is also an important
resource person.
To ensure the proper use of the organ and
performance of music in keeping with Lutheran traditions, OSLC
organists can play for your wedding. Consideration of an outside
organist for the wedding must be cleared by our staff to ensure your
organist is experienced at playing a pipe organ. A digital Grand
piano is also available in the sanctuary.
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Wedding Hymns for Congregation Singing
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gathered at a wedding service. Here are just a few suggestions
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outside left from decorating vehicles or any other purpose is the
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prepared for Sunday services. The church is locked shortly after all
wedding guests have left.
3. Dressing room areas are available for the wedding party at the
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wedding for personal items remaining.
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personal items so they are not left at the church.
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Wedding Fee Schedule

Determined by Church Council March, 2011
PREPARE-ENRICH $35.00
(for relationship assessment inventory) Bring check to first
session with pastor, payable to Life Innovations, Inc.
DEPOSIT FOR USE OF BUILDING $150.00
This applies if neither the bride nor groom nor their parents are
members of Our Saviour's. $50.00 of this will be refunded following
the wedding, less any additional charges that may be incurred. If a
reception is held at the church, the $50.00 will not be refunded
following the wedding. The $150.00 deposit must be paid before
the wedding date is reserved on the church's calendar.
WEDDING SERVICES (members and non-members)
Organist or Pianist:
$75.00 (includes meeting with couple, rehearsal & wedding)
$25.00 (additional fee per each soloist song accompaniment)
Soloists: $50.00 (suggested minimum. Soloists often have their own fees)
Sound System: $25.00 (during rehearsal)
$25.00 (during wedding)
Video-recording: $25.00 (if arranged through church)
Custodian: $50.00 (for rehearsal & for clean-up after wedding)
$50.00 (for reception at church)
Church Representative: $25.00 (for rehearsal)
$50.00 (for wedding)
Fees are due in the church office two weeks before the
wedding date.
PASTOR
(Non-Members and inactive members) The minimum required honorarium for the pastor is $100.00 (covering up to four premarital sessions,
rehearsal and wedding).

(Active Members) The amount of honorarium is at the discretion of
the Bride and Groom.
If you have any questions about these fees, please talk with
the pastor.
The fees for Organist, Sound System, Custodian, Soloists (if
church arranges), Video (if church arranges), Church
Representative and OSLC Pastor (if OSLC Pastor officiates)
must be left with the Office Manager or Pastor at least two
weeks prior to the wedding. We will distribute the fees to the
appropriate people after the wedding.
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Checklist of Things You Need to Do
Before Your Wedding

( ) 1. Contact the Office Manager (Pam Steckler) at 563-2625 to
reserve the church for the wedding, rehearsal time, and pastor's
availability.
( ) 2. Attend a minimum of up to four pre-marriage sessions with the
pastor. Each session is at least 60 minutes.
( ) 3. Office Manager (Pam Steckler) and Music Co-ordinator (Jane
Weber) are available to help make arrangements for the wedding
(including music, organist, soloist(s), dressing rooms, bulletin
information, reception possibilities at the church, marriage candles,
decorations and flowers, and audio/video recording of the wedding).
( ) 4. Contact florist of choice (flowers, candelabras, unity candle, etc.)
( ) 5. Contact photographer of choice.
( ) 6. Contact soloists and other musicians.
( ) 7. Two weeks prior to rehearsal, leave payments with Office
Manager or Pastor for Pastor Honorarium, Organist, Sound Operator,
Custodians, Soloists (if arranged through church) and Video Operator
(if church is videorecording) and Church Representative.
( ) 8. Church rental deposit of $150.00 for non-members is required to
secure the wedding date.

Preparing for Marriage

SETTING THE DATE
The wedding date needs to be set well in advance, preferably
not less than three months ahead of time, to reserve it on the church's
calendar.
When the wedding date is set, time for the rehearsal also needs
to be set. If all members of the wedding party are on time, the rehearsal
normally takes less than one hour. When planning for the rehearsal,
take into account the time and place scheduled for the rehearsal dinner
(if any).
All participants in the wedding need to be at the rehearsal
(including attendants, ushers, parents of the bride and groom, organist,
soloist, sound operator, flower girl and ring bearer, etc.). Bear in mind
that the rehearsal is the preparation for a sacred worship service and
will be conducted accordingly. THE MARRIAGE LICENSE should
be brought to the church office no later than one week before the
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and love. It is a worship service during which you invite God to be
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