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Advent Services
The Wednesday Advent services are
recorded on DVDs and may be
checked out from the Church Office
Sunday School
for youth will not be held on
December 24th or December 31st.
We will resume on Sunday, January 7th.
Merry Christmas to you & your family!
Weather Cancellations
If worship services, Sunday School,
or church activities are cancelled
due to bad weather, it will be
announced on KSOM 96.5 FM
(www.965ksom.com) or KJAN 1220
AM (www.kjan.com). Please use your
best judgment for your circumstances
regarding attending worship during inclement weather. Worship services will
usually only be cancelled if town streets
are impassable. If school is cancelled or
let out early on a Wednesday due to bad
weather, Confirmation will not be held.

“Knowing Jesus, Growing in Jesus, Sharing Jesus”
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Sunday Morning Announcements & Temple Talks
As a reminder, on Sunday mornings general
announcements and Temple Talks will begin prior
to 9:00 a.m. in order for our worship service to
begin at 9:00 a.m. or shortly after.
Free Community Christmas Dinner at OSLC
Celebrating our 14th year!
Everyone welcome! Turkey and all the trimmings!
Christmas Day, December 25th , 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Reservations appreciated by December 20th.
Last year approximately 270 people from our church
and community were served.
Volunteers are needed for desserts
and help during the dinner.
Sign-up sheets with additional information about attending
the dinner, volunteering to work, or providing desserts are
located on the bulletin board above the water fountain.
Thank you for your prayers, donations,
for volunteering, or for bringing desserts!
Additional time to help: Friday, December 22nd 9:00 a.m.
volunteers are needed to help set tables and peel potatoes.

Update on Boiler Fund Project
Estimate for Project: $105,000.00
As of December 10th,
donations we have received: $58,113.73
Total left to raise: $46,886.27
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Dear friends in Christ,
Along with our new year comes the roar of information, opinions, oral and written words for us to
make sense of. There is 24/7 chatter coming to us from what seems to be overwhelming sources.
For instance I understand that there are now 27 national news networks, 69 national sports
networks, 27 religious channels, millions of websites, facebook, twitter and yes snail mail.
Who and what do we listen to? Let us be reminded that most of the noise in our lives, no matter
how well packaged, is fleeting. Yet there is one voice that is eternal. For two millennia Christ
followers have drawn inspiration and direction from the timeless truths of God’s precious Word.
As St. Peter taught us in the 1st century, ―All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of
grass; the grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord abides forever‖ (1 Peter
1:24).

CHURCH WEBSITE—
oslcauduboniowa.org
The church website is updated on a regular
basis and is a great source for information
on dates and times of worship services,
events, activities, Bible studies, etc.
Also, OSLC has facebook, search
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
on your facebook account.

Online Giving
To donate online, go to the OSLC website
http://oslcauduboniowa.org and click on the online
giving tab located at the upper right hand corner of
the webpage. Questions, contact the church office.
A Christmas Blessing
May you have…
The Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,
The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,
The Heart of Christmas, which is Love,
The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ!

The Word of the Lord abides forever is one Biblical truth we must hold on to. It is Pastor Chris
Brekke who has reminded us, ―The Word of our Lord Jesus and the principles of His Way have
had far more impact on our western world than any army that ever marched or any invention ever
developed.‖
Holy Scripture delivers God to us. It stretches our boundaries, it opens divine dialog, it announces
grace and truth, and it guides our faith journey forward. If you desire a message of hope that comes
from outside the competing voices that surround us, give God’s Book a look, a read.
A helpful way to become motivated to read the Word of our Lord is by switching a long standing
perception far too many have, that it is not words about God, but primarily words from God. Once
you realize the reason why it is vitally important to read Scripture then consider the most effective
ways of how to dig into the life changing Word.
1 – Make a plan, pick a time and place and commit to it. By reading the Bible we get to know God,
his voice becomes familiar, one’s heart and mind are marinated in the Word and faith blossoms.
2 – Bring a genuine desire to learn. An honest seeker will find God’s Truth. Pray that the Holy
Spirit will create a desire to grow in the fear and knowledge of the Lord.
3 – Keep Jesus Central. The written Word bears witness to Jesus, the living Word. He helps us
focus on faith, and where there is focus, life and salvation follow.
4 – Start small. The Bible can be overwhelming. Begin with one small section at a time, a smaller
portion of Scripture to read and heed.
I close with the reminder from St. Paul when he wrote in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, ―All Scripture is
God-breathed useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the
man or woman of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.‖ Please do start to read
or continue reading the transforming Word of God!
May the Christ of Christmas bless you today, tomorrow and throughout our New Year!
Pastor Doug
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study!
A Men’s Bible Study led by Pastor Doug meets on Tuesdays in the
downstairs social room. Beginning January 9th we will be meeting at 7:00 a.m.
The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Roman Christians will be the focus of our study.
The coffee will be ready! Bring your Bibles!
Bring your lunch and bring friends and neighbors!
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Stewardship Square
Regular offerings

Weekly Worship Attendance

11/19
11/26
12/03
12/10
11/19
11/22
11/26
12/03
12/06
12/10
12/13

Thanksgiving Offering to Caring & Sharing: $200.00
December 6th loose offering to New Opportunities: $345.00
December 6th loose offering to Caring & Sharing: $345.00
December 13th loose offering to Lutheran Services in Iowa
(for local foster care supplies): $172.00
Needed Weekly to meet budget—$7,056.79
If you have any questions regarding the OSLC financial report,
you are welcome to contact our Office Manager Pam Steckler
or our Council Treasurer Matt Heller.
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$6,946.45
$3,281.00
$9,182.89
$11,370.20
171
76
155
188
207
239
83

Women of OSLC
In early February of 2011 the leaders the Women of the Word ministry
here at OSLC were invited to assemble together in the sanctuary.
During that Sunday morning gathering I stressed the importance of
this critical women’s ministry here in Audubon and expressed my personal
appreciation for their commitment helping to maintain a strong and vibrant
ministry presence. In my opinion, it is once again time to gather together to
collectively consider how best to proceed. The opportunities for faithful
Christ-centered service at OSLC and in this community are always
present and appreciated! I am one of hopefully a good number of you in this faith community that has
benefitted from receiving wonderful compliments for what you accomplish each year as a ministry
team. Even so, the challenge remains when seeking to find Co-Chairs, WOW officers and
regular ministry participants. As we begin 2018 we do not yet have our Executive Committee
Co-Chairs. Therefore, I am proposing that every woman in our congregation receive an invitation
to gather together at 10:15 in the sanctuary on Sunday, January 21 st, 2018. I would like to address the
gathered ministry team and invite honest discussion on how to best grow a greater understanding of
this women’s ministry, share my perspective on the incredible impact you have made and are making,
and how best to continue moving forward knowing that it is our Lord we serve, a privilege given
to one and all. Please do spread the word!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Doug
Congregational Meal Guidelines
Advent Suppers, Lenten Suppers, etc.
*There is a budgeted amount for expenses incurred for Congregational meals such as soup suppers.
*Please charge all supplies (soup ingredients, sandwiches, bars, drinks, etc.) at Audubon Food Land to
OSLC. You will be asked to sign a charge slip. Along with signing your name, indicate what you are
purchasing supplies for (such as ―Soup Supper‖). This allows Pam to know where to categorize the
expense as other groups also charge during the month.
*If you need to purchase supplies somewhere other than Audubon Food Land and pay for them
personally, please turn in a receipt for reimbursement within one week of the event.
*If you have a free-will basket, the proceeds will go into the non-designated Memorial Fund unless a
specific need has been pre-determined.
*Since there is a budgeted expense for these meals, no one should need to incur personal expense
when volunteering to help. Please consider your volunteer time as your donation.
Special Congregational Meeting/Boiler Replacement Action
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church Council called a special congregational meeting on Sunday, July 16 th,
2017. The purpose of the meeting was to seek approval of a recommendation by the Building/Property
Committee and the Church Council to replace the 68 year old boiler. There was an unanimous vote to
proceed with the boiler replacement project. A boiler replacement fund has been in place for some
time now to receive donations for this project. If you have any questions, please contact OSLC Church
Council members or Building/Property Committee members. Thank you for your support! An update
on total donations given through 2017 will be provided in the next monthly newsletter.
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Men of Integrity Daily Devotionals
Christianity Today has recently informed all subscribers that after 20 years of supplying a
Men of Integrity Daily Devotional they will no longer be publishing this resource for men as
of December 31st, 2017. I have been searching for similar Men’s Devotional materials that we
at OSLC can make available to men who are using the daily devotional but have not yet found
one suitable other than online daily resources. Four good online Men’s daily devotional resources are
1. NIV Devotions for Men (crosswalks.com) 2. Every Man Ministries
3. Men’s Daily Devotional 4. The Way God intended Men’s Devotional Bible.
Upcoming Special Worship Opportunities
December 24th:
NO 9:00 a.m. SUNDAY WORSHIP
Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. worship with Holy family portrayal
Christmas Eve 9:00 p.m. Holy Communion candlelight worship
December 25th:
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. service
Community Christmas Dinner 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Please note! Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year.
Regular 9:00 Sunday worship will not be held on Christmas Eve day.
Our traditional Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. worship services will be offered.
On Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. worship will be held followed by the Community Christmas Dinner.

Help Needed
Your help will be appreciated following worship on December 31st as we put away Christmas
decorations and again on January 7th as the altar trees are taken down. Thank you!
God’s blessings to the following who were baptized in December at
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.
Watson Randall Wegner, Son of Eric & Brooke Wegner.
Baptized on December 10th.
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There is a Christmas tree located at the back of the sanctuary through December for new or gently
used gloves, coats, hats, scarves & socks which will be donated to Caring & Sharing.

Thank you to those who devote extra time or donate items for Advent and
Christmas. To those who help decorate our church, sponsor poinsettias,
Sunday School teachers and kids for their extra time for the Christmas
program, carolers, choirs, organists, ushers, altar guild, acolytes, staff,
sound/video/projection system operators, Advent supper and
Christmas dinner volunteers, and many others who devote extra time
for our Advent and Christmas activities. Your dedication and time
are a blessing to our church family!
December is Caring & Sharing month at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Items needed: Kleenex, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Laundry soap, Dish soap,
Toilet paper, Spaghetti noodles, Spaghetti sauce, Tuna, Canned fruit, Canned soup,
Peanut butter, Macaroni & cheese, Cereal.
Donations will be taken throughout the month of December!
Caring & Sharing is a non-profit, non-perishable food/clothing pantry for Audubon county residents.
Questions, contact Norma Nielsen at 563-4393.
Generositree update!!

OSLC members, please refrain
from parking east of the alleys
during worship in order to
leave parking spaces for our
brothers and sisters in Christ at
First Presbyterian Church.

Our OSLC Generositree results are in!
We had 15 Action Teams applied for from members of OSLC and
completed from this project this fall. A total of 17 Action Teams
from our church have been used and completed in 2017 and through
your generosity $4,250 of seed money benefited our projects and
missions at OSLC. We are excited to say that our community has
completed 42 Action Teams this year. Our community used
$10,500 of the $100,000 available in seed money this year to
benefit the community. We encourage you to be generous next year.
Each Thrivent member has two Action Teams available to them per
year and children 16 and older have one Action Team available
in a calendar year. Please call Sara Slater at 563-2586 with any
questions or talk to someone that did an Action Team this year!
Thank you for your generosity, together we can make a difference!
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THE ROCK YOUTH GROUP—(7th Grade-12th Grade)
Happy New Year, Let’s make it a great 2018 together!
Winter Jam
This year Winter Jam is not coming to Omaha until March, but they are
coming to Des Moines on January 26th. We are planning to attend if we
have the interest! Please let a Rock leader know by January 7 th if you
would like to go so we can plan rides! We will have to leave by 1:00 p.m.,
we stand in line for our tickets since it is first come first serve seating,
enjoy the bands, and then head home. We need to bundle up so we
are warm while waiting in line and the night does get late.
We have been home around 12:30 a.m. in the past.
Winter Jam is great evening of bands, worship & fellowship!
Ignite: Gospel Youth Leadership Conference
The Rock will take interested youth to Ignite at Grace Church in
Des Moines on Friday March 9th, we stay the night at a hotel and attend
the conference both Friday night and Saturday. If you are interested in
attending please reserve your spot with a $20 deposit to a youth leader
or the church office so we can plan accordingly by January 7 th.
We appreciate it!
Movie/Game night is being planned for February,
date to be announced later, watch for text/posters!
Thank you to all who went Christmas Caroling, it was a beautiful day
for singing and sharing the joy of Christmas with others!
Those we caroled to were very grateful!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
The Rock Youth Group Leaders:
Sara Slater (304-2363) Tracie Christensen (304-1256) Nate Vorm (304-0548)
Facebook: The Rock OSLC
OSLC website: oslcauduboniowa.org
The Rock Email: therockaudubon@gmail.com
The staff at OSLC
wishes you a
Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year!

Year-End Financial Gifts
Year-end financial gifts are encouraged and
appreciated. Please be sure your gift is
received in the church office by Dec. 29th
at 9:00 a.m. (our last deposit of the year will
be done at 9:00 a.m.). Because of IRS
regulations, a back-dated check received in
2018 does not qualify as a 2017 contribution
of record. As with any giving, clearly mark
your intentions on your offering envelope as
well as on your check. If you would like to
know what your 2017 year to date giving is,
please contact the church office.
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Sunday School for youth and adults will not be held on December 24 th or 31st.
We will resume all Sunday School classes on January 7th.

USHERS
Dick Baker, Captain
Dan Smith
Randy Kelly
Arch Andersen
Craig Jensen
Greg Baier
TAXI DRIVER
Dick Baker
ALTAR GUILD
Alice Hemmingsen
Phyllis Larsen
Barb Jacobsen
ACOLYTES
7Allison Elmquist
Tyler Rugaard
14Madison Nichole
Hannah Thygesen
21Collin Bauer
Grace Slater
28Abbie Erickson
Cooper Nielsen
PROJECTION SYSTEM
7David Graeve
Tyler Riebhoff
Bob Weber
14Krystal Albertsen
21Julie Opp
28Shannon Jensen

VIDEO OPERATORS
7Dan Jorgensen
14Dan Christensen
21Frank Olsen
28David Madsen
SOUND OPERATORS
7Bob Weber, Tyler Riebhoff, David Graeve
14Curtis Derry, Logan Nielsen
21Krystal Albertsen
28Brandon Toft
NURSERY
7Ann Guild
14Sharon Winterboer
21Melissa Starmer
28PRAYER PARTNERS
7Lee Nielsen & Barb Christensen
14Lee Nielsen & Julie Opp
21Barb Christensen & Dan Smith
28Dan Smith & Julie Opp
JH SUNDAY SCHOOL ADULT
7Krystal Albertsen
14Jenny Smith
21Krystal Albertsen
28Jennifer Bauer

Holiday Health and Safety Tips
The holidays are a time to celebrate, give thanks, and reflect on the birth of our Jesus, our Lord
and Savior. They are also a time to pay special attention to your health. Give the give of health
and safety to yourself and others by following these holiday tips.
1. Wash hands.
2. Bundle up for warmth.
3. Manage stress.
4. Don’t drink and drive.
5. Be smoke free.
6. Fasten seat belts when driving.
7. Get exams and screenings.
8. Get your vaccinations.
9. Monitor the children.
10. Practice fire safety.
11. Prepare dinner safely.
12. Eat well and get moving.
To learn more, including the holiday song “The 12 Ways to Health”,
visit www.cdc.gov/family/holiday.

Mark Your Calendars for the Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 28th
9:00 a.m.—Sunday School
10:15 a.m.—Worship
11:15—Annual Meeting with lunch to follow
Adult Christian Education Sunday School
Meet in the chapel, 10:20 a.m., Sunday mornings
January 7th & 14th: ―The Case For Christ‖ by Lee Strobel
Please join us in the chapel after worship
and coffee for a time of fellowship and learning.
Audubon Communion Blood Drive
Wednesday, December 27th from 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. at St. Patrick’s Parish Center.
Contact Kathy at 563-2424
or visit redcrossblood.org and enter: Audubon, to schedule an appointment.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7 Baptism of our Lord

8

9

7:00 Men’s Bible Study
2:00 Naomi Circle

10
2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

11

12

13

14 Second Sunday after the Epiphany

15

16

17

18

19

20

8:15 Prayer Power
9:00 Holy Communion
10:15 Coffee, Sunday School,
Adult Sunday School, Senior Choir,
Take down Altar Trees
11:15 ―BTC‖ Praise Band practice
2:00 Jail Visit
5:00 Staff Epiphany Gathering

1:15 Quilting
2:00 Staff Meeting
6:30 Building & Property
Meeting

8:15 Prayer Power
2:00 Staff Meeting
9:00 Worship
10:15 Coffee, Sunday School,
Adult Sunday School, Senior Choir,
Education Committee Meeting
10:30 Faith Sound at Presbyterian Church
5:00 Healing Service

9:30 Caring & Sharing
2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation
7:00 Church Council Meeting

22

23

24

28 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

29

30

31

9:00 Sunday School, Senior Choir
9:15 Prayer Power
10:15 Worship
11:15 Annual Meeting with lunch to follow
4:00 Friendship Home Vespers

1:15 Quilting
2:00 Staff Meeting

2:00 Staff Meeting
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9:30 ―The Weekly‖ Prayer Cell
(Barb Christensen’s)

9:30 ―The Weekly‖ Prayer Cell
(Barb Christensen’s)

Shepherd Staff newsletter
deadline at noon

21 Third Sunday after the Epiphany

8:15 Prayer Power
9:00 Holy Communion
10:15 Coffee, Sunday School, WOW
Meeting, Senior Choir, Blood Pressure
Checks
11:15 ―BTC‖ Praise Band practice
3:30 Exira Care Center Vespers

9:30 Ruth Circle
10:30 Friendship Home
Communion

9:30 ―The Weekly‖ Prayer Cell
(Barb Christensen’s)

7:00 Men’s Bible Study

7:00 Men’s Bible Study

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

25

26

9:30 ―The Weekly‖ Prayer Cell
(Barb Christensen’s)

2:30 Kids Choir
3:00 Confirmation

7
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Christmas. To those who help decorate our church, sponsor poinsettias,
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for our Advent and Christmas activities. Your dedication and time
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during worship in order to
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brothers and sisters in Christ at
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Our OSLC Generositree results are in!
We had 15 Action Teams applied for from members of OSLC and
completed from this project this fall. A total of 17 Action Teams
from our church have been used and completed in 2017 and through
your generosity $4,250 of seed money benefited our projects and
missions at OSLC. We are excited to say that our community has
completed 42 Action Teams this year. Our community used
$10,500 of the $100,000 available in seed money this year to
benefit the community. We encourage you to be generous next year.
Each Thrivent member has two Action Teams available to them per
year and children 16 and older have one Action Team available
in a calendar year. Please call Sara Slater at 563-2586 with any
questions or talk to someone that did an Action Team this year!
Thank you for your generosity, together we can make a difference!
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THE ROCK YOUTH GROUP—(7th Grade-12th Grade)
Happy New Year, Let’s make it a great 2018 together!
Winter Jam
This year Winter Jam is not coming to Omaha until March, but they are
coming to Des Moines on January 26th. We are planning to attend if we
have the interest! Please let a Rock leader know by January 7 th if you
would like to go so we can plan rides! We will have to leave by 1:00 p.m.,
we stand in line for our tickets since it is first come first serve seating,
enjoy the bands, and then head home. We need to bundle up so we
are warm while waiting in line and the night does get late.
We have been home around 12:30 a.m. in the past.
Winter Jam is great evening of bands, worship & fellowship!
Ignite: Gospel Youth Leadership Conference
The Rock will take interested youth to Ignite at Grace Church in
Des Moines on Friday March 9th, we stay the night at a hotel and attend
the conference both Friday night and Saturday. If you are interested in
attending please reserve your spot with a $20 deposit to a youth leader
or the church office so we can plan accordingly by January 7 th.
We appreciate it!
Movie/Game night is being planned for February,
date to be announced later, watch for text/posters!
Thank you to all who went Christmas Caroling, it was a beautiful day
for singing and sharing the joy of Christmas with others!
Those we caroled to were very grateful!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
The Rock Youth Group Leaders:
Sara Slater (304-2363) Tracie Christensen (304-1256) Nate Vorm (304-0548)
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Year-End Financial Gifts
Year-end financial gifts are encouraged and
appreciated. Please be sure your gift is
received in the church office by Dec. 29th
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be done at 9:00 a.m.). Because of IRS
regulations, a back-dated check received in
2018 does not qualify as a 2017 contribution
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Women of OSLC
In early February of 2011 the leaders the Women of the Word ministry
here at OSLC were invited to assemble together in the sanctuary.
During that Sunday morning gathering I stressed the importance of
this critical women’s ministry here in Audubon and expressed my personal
appreciation for their commitment helping to maintain a strong and vibrant
ministry presence. In my opinion, it is once again time to gather together to
collectively consider how best to proceed. The opportunities for faithful
Christ-centered service at OSLC and in this community are always
present and appreciated! I am one of hopefully a good number of you in this faith community that has
benefitted from receiving wonderful compliments for what you accomplish each year as a ministry
team. Even so, the challenge remains when seeking to find Co-Chairs, WOW officers and
regular ministry participants. As we begin 2018 we do not yet have our Executive Committee
Co-Chairs. Therefore, I am proposing that every woman in our congregation receive an invitation
to gather together at 10:15 in the sanctuary on Sunday, January 21 st, 2018. I would like to address the
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this women’s ministry, share my perspective on the incredible impact you have made and are making,
and how best to continue moving forward knowing that it is our Lord we serve, a privilege given
to one and all. Please do spread the word!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Doug
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specific need has been pre-determined.
*Since there is a budgeted expense for these meals, no one should need to incur personal expense
when volunteering to help. Please consider your volunteer time as your donation.
Special Congregational Meeting/Boiler Replacement Action
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church Council called a special congregational meeting on Sunday, July 16 th,
2017. The purpose of the meeting was to seek approval of a recommendation by the Building/Property
Committee and the Church Council to replace the 68 year old boiler. There was an unanimous vote to
proceed with the boiler replacement project. A boiler replacement fund has been in place for some
time now to receive donations for this project. If you have any questions, please contact OSLC Church
Council members or Building/Property Committee members. Thank you for your support! An update
on total donations given through 2017 will be provided in the next monthly newsletter.
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Men of Integrity Daily Devotionals
Christianity Today has recently informed all subscribers that after 20 years of supplying a
Men of Integrity Daily Devotional they will no longer be publishing this resource for men as
of December 31st, 2017. I have been searching for similar Men’s Devotional materials that we
at OSLC can make available to men who are using the daily devotional but have not yet found
one suitable other than online daily resources. Four good online Men’s daily devotional resources are
1. NIV Devotions for Men (crosswalks.com) 2. Every Man Ministries
3. Men’s Daily Devotional 4. The Way God intended Men’s Devotional Bible.
Upcoming Special Worship Opportunities
December 24th:
NO 9:00 a.m. SUNDAY WORSHIP
Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. worship with Holy family portrayal
Christmas Eve 9:00 p.m. Holy Communion candlelight worship
December 25th:
Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. service
Community Christmas Dinner 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Please note! Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year.
Regular 9:00 Sunday worship will not be held on Christmas Eve day.
Our traditional Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. worship services will be offered.
On Christmas Day 10:00 a.m. worship will be held followed by the Community Christmas Dinner.

Help Needed
Your help will be appreciated following worship on December 31st as we put away Christmas
decorations and again on January 7th as the altar trees are taken down. Thank you!
God’s blessings to the following who were baptized in December at
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.
Watson Randall Wegner, Son of Eric & Brooke Wegner.
Baptized on December 10th.

3

Dear friends in Christ,
Along with our new year comes the roar of information, opinions, oral and written words for us to
make sense of. There is 24/7 chatter coming to us from what seems to be overwhelming sources.
For instance I understand that there are now 27 national news networks, 69 national sports
networks, 27 religious channels, millions of websites, facebook, twitter and yes snail mail.
Who and what do we listen to? Let us be reminded that most of the noise in our lives, no matter
how well packaged, is fleeting. Yet there is one voice that is eternal. For two millennia Christ
followers have drawn inspiration and direction from the timeless truths of God’s precious Word.
As St. Peter taught us in the 1st century, ―All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of
grass; the grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord abides forever‖ (1 Peter
1:24).

CHURCH WEBSITE—
oslcauduboniowa.org
The church website is updated on a regular
basis and is a great source for information
on dates and times of worship services,
events, activities, Bible studies, etc.
Also, OSLC has facebook, search
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
on your facebook account.

Online Giving
To donate online, go to the OSLC website
http://oslcauduboniowa.org and click on the online
giving tab located at the upper right hand corner of
the webpage. Questions, contact the church office.
A Christmas Blessing
May you have…
The Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,
The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,
The Heart of Christmas, which is Love,
The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ!

The Word of the Lord abides forever is one Biblical truth we must hold on to. It is Pastor Chris
Brekke who has reminded us, ―The Word of our Lord Jesus and the principles of His Way have
had far more impact on our western world than any army that ever marched or any invention ever
developed.‖
Holy Scripture delivers God to us. It stretches our boundaries, it opens divine dialog, it announces
grace and truth, and it guides our faith journey forward. If you desire a message of hope that comes
from outside the competing voices that surround us, give God’s Book a look, a read.
A helpful way to become motivated to read the Word of our Lord is by switching a long standing
perception far too many have, that it is not words about God, but primarily words from God. Once
you realize the reason why it is vitally important to read Scripture then consider the most effective
ways of how to dig into the life changing Word.
1 – Make a plan, pick a time and place and commit to it. By reading the Bible we get to know God,
his voice becomes familiar, one’s heart and mind are marinated in the Word and faith blossoms.
2 – Bring a genuine desire to learn. An honest seeker will find God’s Truth. Pray that the Holy
Spirit will create a desire to grow in the fear and knowledge of the Lord.
3 – Keep Jesus Central. The written Word bears witness to Jesus, the living Word. He helps us
focus on faith, and where there is focus, life and salvation follow.
4 – Start small. The Bible can be overwhelming. Begin with one small section at a time, a smaller
portion of Scripture to read and heed.
I close with the reminder from St. Paul when he wrote in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, ―All Scripture is
God-breathed useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the
man or woman of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.‖ Please do start to read
or continue reading the transforming Word of God!
May the Christ of Christmas bless you today, tomorrow and throughout our New Year!
Pastor Doug
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study!
A Men’s Bible Study led by Pastor Doug meets on Tuesdays in the
downstairs social room. Beginning January 9th we will be meeting at 7:00 a.m.
The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Roman Christians will be the focus of our study.
The coffee will be ready! Bring your Bibles!
Bring your lunch and bring friends and neighbors!
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Stewardship Square
Regular offerings

Weekly Worship Attendance

11/19
11/26
12/03
12/10
11/19
11/22
11/26
12/03
12/06
12/10
12/13

Thanksgiving Offering to Caring & Sharing: $200.00
December 6th loose offering to New Opportunities: $345.00
December 6th loose offering to Caring & Sharing: $345.00
December 13th loose offering to Lutheran Services in Iowa
(for local foster care supplies): $172.00
Needed Weekly to meet budget—$7,056.79
If you have any questions regarding the OSLC financial report,
you are welcome to contact our Office Manager Pam Steckler
or our Council Treasurer Matt Heller.
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$6,946.45
$3,281.00
$9,182.89
$11,370.20
171
76
155
188
207
239
83

