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Jonah: A Reluctant Missionary 
Sometimes the prophets of the Lord tried to challenge His wisdom in calling them for divine 
service as Moses did in Exodus 4 and Jeremiah did in Jeremiah 1.  However, Jonah is the only 
case in the record of Holy Scripture where a true prophet of the Lord tried to thwart the will of 
God by fleeing from the task that God had given him.  In contrast to Elijah’s obedience to the 
Lord(1 Kings 17:8-10), Jonah tried to go as far as he could in the opposite direction from where 
God had commanded him.  Jonah hoped that Nineveh would get what it deserved.  He was afraid 
that if he announced judgment the people of Nineveh might respond in a manner that would 
prompt God to change His mind.  So, in an attempt to restrain God from being merciful to His 
national enemies, Jonah ran away. 
 
There is something humorous in this account.  How could a prophet of God hide from the 
Creator of the universe?  The location of Tarshish may have been the southeast coast of Spain.  
In any case it represents the farthest place known to the people of ancient Israel.  It is similar to 
traveling to the ends of the earth. 
 
Yet there is also something frightening here: Were a prophet of God directly to disobey the 
Sovereign God, he might place not only himself, but others connected with him, in dire jeopardy.  
Sadly, Jonah was not on a mission of mercy, even if he had achieved his goal.  He was, in a way, 
an anti-missionary, one who resisted God’s call to go to the nations.  The repetition of the words, 
“from the presence of the Lord” emphasized Jonah’s attempt to remove himself as far as possible 
from his service to the Lord.  When we remember that the people of Israel were not a maritime 
people, but rather had a great fear of the sea, we are all the more amazed at Jonah’s action.  
Jonah’s natural aversion to the ocean was overcome by his greater distaste for the thought that 
Nineveh might escape God’s threatened doom. 
 
Thankfully, God did not allow Jonah to succeed, so there is something reassuring here as well.  
God accomplished His work despite the resistance of His reluctant worker. 
 
Jonah-Outline 

I. The prophet’s flight from his commission to go to Nineveh 1:1-2:10 
A. The commission to go to Nineveh 1:1-2 
B. The flight to Tarshish 1:3 
C. Jonah in a storm 1:4-9 
D. Jonah thrown into the sea 1:10-16 
E. Jonah in the great fish 1:17-2:1 
F. Jonah’s prayer of praise 2:2-9 
G. Jonah’s deliverance from the great fish 2:10 

II. The prophet’s obedience to his commission to go to Nineveh 3:1-4:11 
A. A new commission to go to Nineveh 3:1-2 
B. Jonah’s proclamation in Nineveh 3:3-4 
C. The deliverance of Nineveh 3:5-10 
D. Jonah’s sorrow over Nineveh’s deliverance 4:1-8 
E. Jonah’s debate with the Lord 4:9 
F. The proclamation of the Lord to Jonah 4:10-11 
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Our mission from Jesus in five commissions in five different books of the Bible! 
God wants each of us to have both a ministry in the Body of Christ and a mission 
in the world.  Our ministry is our Christ-like service to believers and our mission is 
our Christ-like service to unbelievers locally, nationally and internationally.   
 
The Great Commission 
Matthew 28:19-20 “Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you.” 
 
Acts 1:8 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
 
Mark 16:15-16 “Go into all the world and preach to every creature.  He/she who 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but he/she who does not believe will be 
condemned.” 
 
Luke 24:47-48 “Repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name 
to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.  And you are witnesses to these things.” 
 
John 20:21 “So Jesus said to them, ‘Peace to you!  As the Father has sent Me, I 
also send you.” 
 
Our mission as disciples in Christ involves two great privileges: working with God 
and representing Him.  We are privileged to partner with the Lord in building His 
kingdom.  St. Paul refers to us as ‘co-laborers’ and states in 2nd Corinthians 6:1, 
“we are workers together with God.”   
 
Jesus has secured our salvation, He has placed us in His family, He has given us 
His Spirit, and He has made us His agents in the world.  God’s precious Word,  
2nd Corinthians 5:20 reminds us that, “we are ambassadors for Christ,” and St. Paul 
continues by stressing God’s will for us and for those we are commissioned to 
share Jesus with, “I implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”   
 
 
 
 


