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 Annual Report of Pastor Doug Opp 
       
Christian Author Andy Stanley, in his book ‘Making Vision Stick’ has been quoted as stating, 
“The three primary obstacles to making vision stick are Success, Failure, and Everything In Be-
tween!  There is no season in which a leader in God’s church can push autopilot and expect the 
congregation to remain vision-driven.”   Pastor Stanley has also said, “If God has given you a 
picture of what could be and should be, embrace it fully and refuse to allow the busyness and 
urgency of life to distract you.”   
 
It is a well known fact in Christian leadership training centers around the world that this post-
modern, post-denominational, post-Christian time in history is drastically different compared to 
recent years presenting new challenges to Christian leaders, and yet at the same time, new op-
portunities for the local churches who are serious about ministry and mission.  We do know that 
the key to turning inward-focused, faith communities around is the involvement of the adults, 
youth and children who are aware of the congregation’s vision for the future and want to be 
partners in living it out.  We do know that a concentrated focus on outreach and mission will 
help move a congregation’s attention from ourselves toward others in the world surrounding us.   
 
We do know that prayer, worship and Bible study/devotion/active Biblical learning are critical 
basic building blocks in people’s faith formation from birth to death, therefore Christian pro-
gramming is a vital concern for each congregation.  We do know that everything we do in 
God’s Church centers around relationships, the first being our individual relationship with the 
Lord Jesus, and then those relationships we share with others in the congregation and the com-
munity.    
 
As we at Our Saviour’s look back at 2011, we do know that we have been blessed beyond 
measure and we are truly grateful for how the Lord has made provision for us.  We do know 
that there have been a vast number of successes in ministry and mission we have shared in.  
Some of those will be mentioned in this annual report.  We also do know that for a congregation 
to be healthy and vibrant, we need permission to invest ourselves in new ministry starts with the 
understanding that some will fail, and at the same time allowing once effective ministries that 
have run their course in faith to honorably retire. 
 
So the question before us this New Year is, how do we become a stronger, healthier and vibrant 
vision-driven LCMC faith community?  Let me respond by sharing some of the information 
received from the twenty-one Meet and Greet gatherings held this past year in which Julie and I 
were privileged to be part of.  This information gathering is one way God has given us a picture 
of what could or should be the future as we grow in our understanding of what it means to be 
vision-driven.  First of all, it was obvious that not to many of the membership are thinking or 
dreaming about what OSLC can be in 3, 5, 10 or even 20 years from now.  Many believe that 
our best years are behind us.  That presents challenges we need to work on and pray about, for 
we know that with God all things are possible.  We certainly need to be intentional about dis-
cerning His will for our lives today and for the future before us.   
 
It is obvious that there is interest in celebrating, and growing, the number of young families 
with youth and children in our midst.  It is obvious that there is excitement about worship and 
Bible study opportunities that are available to everyone.  
  
It is obvious that identifying the many ministry and mission opportunities available to us allows 
for greater participation.  It is obvious that we are making progress in cultivating a ministry of 
hospitality.  It is obvious that the congregation appreciates the faithful commitment and hard 
work of our staff and church leaders (council, executive committee and committees). It is obvi-
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ous that our church building is a huge asset for all congregational life gatherings and has great 
potential for community ministry opportunities (Community Christmas Dinner, Veteran’s Sup-
per, 9/11 Service of Remembrance, Advent Worship Community Choirs). It is obvious that the 
Lord has graced our lives with generous servant leaders who are not afraid to offer their time, 
talents and treasures to help make a difference in sharing the gospel in Audubon county, in Iowa, 
in the U.S. and throughout the world!   
 
It is obvious, hopefully to one and all, that I am thankful for the ministry and mission partnership 
we are sharing together!  Knowing this, let me remind everyone as we anticipate 2012, “There is 
no season in which a leader in God’s church can push autopilot and expect the congregation to 
remain vision-driven.”  Dear friends in Christ, partners in ministry and mission, we have King-
dom work to do!  
 
A brief summary of Ministry and Mission for 2011 
Three part Stewardship Series-  
March 6 Stewarding Time, June 5 Stewarding Talents, October 9 Stewarding Treasures 
Three part Vision Statement Series- 
February 6 Knowing Jesus, Feb. 13 Growing in Jesus, Feb. 20 Sharing Jesus 
Four part Letter to the Philippians Series- 
September 18 To Live is Christ, Sept. 25 Christ’s Example of Humility, Oct. 2 The Power of 
Prayer/Making Disciples, Oct. 9 Rejoice Always 
Participated in twenty one Meet and Greet gatherings from January through July 
Hosted two sets of New Member Classes and Receptions 
Presided at Twenty One Funerals-Three Weddings-Seven Baptisms 
Convened various Ministry Teams such as Communion Stewards, Children’s Message, Prayer 
Shawl, WOW leaders, Altar Guild, Ushers, etc 
Taught & presided at Confirmation service of nine 8th graders 
Celebrated twelve months of Healing Services which included the 9/11 Service of Remembrance  
Gathered nine months for Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship 
Co-led with my wife Julie, two weekend “The Art of Marriage” retreats at Bethany Farm 
Encouraged and help schedule/participate in an annual community-wide Youth Ethos Project 
held at AHS and eight months of 5th Quarters hosted by the Audubon Church of Christ 
Updated Staff Handbook and Staff Job Descriptions- Completed Staff Job Performance Inter-
views with the help of church council members 
Presided at monthly Lutheran Communion Service at Friendship Home, presided at Exira Care 
Center and Friendship Home Sunday Vespers throughout the year 
Participated in Continuing Education Events throughout the year, Chicago, IL. Pella, IA 
Attended LCMC National Annual Conference in Des Moines and Heartland District in Nebraska  
 
May our gracious Lord continue to bless and guide you, and in turn you be a blessing to others 
this New Year, 2012. 
 
In His Service,  Pastor Doug Opp 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The year draws to the close and I can’t believe that another year has passed so quickly. As we 
reflect back on 2011 we must be so thankful to God for the many blessings he has bestowed on 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran and each of us.  Over my two years as your president as you know I used 
Proverbs 3:5 as my foundation: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your 
own understanding.”, which definitely aided me. 
 

We have accomplished many things as a Christian family with God’s continued grace and sup-
port. I have been so richly rewarded in this position and the opportunity to work with all of you. 
During the past year we have had the opportunity to organize and host twenty plus “Meet and 
Greets”  in several homes and at the church to afford us the opportunity to get to know Pastor 
Doug and Julie better as well as each of us a little better. These meetings also allowed us to dis-
cuss what we like and what we would like to see happen to help us grow strong in our Christian 
faith and community. What a rewarding opportunity.  
 

Our members are thoroughly involved in numerous areas of the church and community with the 
numerous Bible studies, Healing Services, 911 Observance, Veterans Dinner, Community 
Christmas Dinner, along with the traditional, Sunday School offerings for both the young and 
adults, strong music programs for both youth and adult, a Vacation Bible School program that 
involves well over 100 students and adults, Family Fun Day, Work Camp and Service in the 
Park, to name just a few of our activities. To me the biggest plus is all the people that are so will-
ing to do their part for any or all of these activities in order that they come off smoothly.  In addi-
tion we have opened our doors for numerous activities of the community, Art Show, Veteran’s 
Labor Day program, and involvement of community church choirs in the first Advent service of 
the season, all which serves us well to become a strong Christian community.  All of which 
would not be possible without the outstanding staff we have who work above and beyond to keep 
our church running smoothly and often behind the scenes. 
 

As you can tell by the various committee reports that follow we are a very active church with 
many people involved. I have been blessed over the last two years to work with so many out-
standing people who are willing to do whatever is asked of them to make Our Saviour’s a strong 
presence for God and his needs of us here on earth. 
 

Again as I close out this second year of presidency I must say thank you to all of you for two 
most enjoyable years in your service. You are a strong Christian community doing the work of 
our Lord and make the tasks at hand a pleasure to accomplish. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve you in this way, it has truly been a rewarding experience and I thank God for the opportu-
nity. 
 

Sincerely, 
Sandy Kristensen 
 
 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 
As Our Saviour’s Lutheran’s representative on the Heartland District Council of LCMC, I am 
presently serving as District Treasurer.  I wish to again remind you of the major principles of our 
organization and the support the Heartland District and the National Organization are always 
ready to provide for us. Our national organization now has 738 members compared to 594 a year 
ago. Those congregations represent 670 congregations in 42 states within the United States plus 
2 U.S. territories and 10 countries. 
 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ is an association of congregations and individuals 
who are: 

5 



Free in Christ; 
Accountable to one another; 
Rooted in the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions; 
Working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission to go and make disciples of all na-

tions. 
LCMC is an association of congregations. We have a great respect for the reality that the church 
is where the people of God gather together around Word and Sacrament. The local congregation 
is where the church becomes a concrete reality for God’s people. 
 
At the same time we are joyously aware that each congregation is a part of the greater body of 
Christ. The actions of each congregation within our association reflect on our association as a 
whole.  And the actions of our association reflect on the whole body of Christ. For this reason we 
have committed ourselves to a common set of ministry standards. 
 
Congregations have significant latitude in ordering and shaping ministry in their local setting, 
and we internationally have made joining and leaving the association simple. We have also 
agreed to a disciplinary process for addressing congregations whose actions violate our agreed-
upon statements of faith and practice. 
 
The Heartland District is growing rapidly and covers western Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, North and 
South Dakota and southern Minnesota. Iowa has started its own District and while we have re-
mained a member of the Heartland District because it is the oldest and most established district 
of the national organization, thus capable at this time to give us the most support but we also feel 
that we need to be current of its greater establishment and scope of support. We are also support-
ing the Iowa District because we feel that we need to be current with the Iowa District and its 
growth. 
 
This past fall I had to opportunity to represent not only Heartland District but also Our Saviour’s 
at the national assembly in Des Moines. During that assembly the Iowa District of LCMC col-
lected more than 1,000 teddy bears for Hope Ministries, an Iowa organization dedicated to serv-
ing the homeless. The teddy bears were collected at the LCMC 11th Annual Gathering in Des 
Moines, Iowa and used as centerpieces for the tables in the dining room during the gathering. 
Following the gathering, Iowa District Secretary Gayle Tate donated the mound of teddy bears to 
Hope Ministries, where they will be given to the homeless in the Des Moines area. Upon receiv-
ing the donation Jordanne Blair, Church Relations and Group Activities Coordinator for Hope 
Ministries, in a thank-you card to LCMC wrote "We appreciate the donation. These bears will 
benefit our ministry in so many ways," 
 
As Our Saviour’s representative on the Heartland District Council, in addition to treasurer I also 
serve on the district’s Mission Church Planting team and the Council’s Listening Team which is 
designed to help member congregations work through challenging issues. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve and thus learn and grow in my faith. 

Sandy Kristensen 

 
 

NURSING HOME VESPERS 

 Ministers of Our Saviour’s have volunteered to experience worship with residents of the 
Exira Care Center and the Friendship Home. We thank and praise God for all who used their 
time, talents and gifts to the Glory of God during Vespers at our local nursing homes. If you are 
interested in volunteering for this ministry, contact Pastor Doug. 
  
  

6 



PRAYER MINISTRY         

 "Far be it from me that I should sin against you, O Lord, by ceasing to pray for oth-
ers."  1Samuel 12:23  
        We seldom think of our neglect to pray for others as sinful--however we do know that 
God is desiring communion with us and we are the benefactors of the time we spend interceding 
for one another.-- 
       We have many opportunities to pray with one another at Our Saviour's---every time we 
meet together to plan for any kind of function is a good time to seek the Lord--- anytime our 
leadership meets prayer is needed--- Sunday mornings at 8:15 in the Chapel--and in the Sanctu-
ary preparing to worship---Our prayer page is a guide to the who and why of our interceding-- 
Our prayer lines include many folks who offer prayers for those asking for divine intervention-- 
Any time "2 or 3" seek the Lord-- Holy Spirit power is released-- 
 Our prayer shawl ministry grows as many volunteers make the shawls---donate for yarn--
-prayer warriors sacrificing time and resources to make a difference for those in need. 
We pray expectantly knowing that Jesus who taught us to pray will continue to be our Shepherd 
leading us in paths of righteousness--God indeed, puts feet on our prayers. 
All Glory to the Lord God. 

----------------------------------------------Barbara Christensen 

 
 

OSLC attends Workcamp in Ripley, Tennessee 
 Twenty youth and four adult leaders sponsored by Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at-
tended the Ripley, Tennessee Group Workcamp July 10-16, 2011. This year’s group Workcamp 
theme was “Connect” and was based on John 15:5; “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing.” Members of the group from OSLC included: Drew Keller, Tim Andersen, Philip Drax-
ler (2010 AFS student from Vienna, Austria), John Jensen, Tyre Vokt, Logan Nielsen, Brooke 
Obermeier, Kayla Polson, Cara Kjergaard, Lauren Kjergaard, Ramie Vokt, Lacey Vokt, Cindy 
Vokt, Faith Fliflet, Julie Opp, Lauren Graeve, Rachel Graeve, Rachael Jones, Jessi Simonsen, 
Miranda Nelsen, Beth Nelsen, Hannah Bowen, Adrianne Nielsen, and Sheri Bandle.  
 Fundraising for the workcampers included sponsoring a fall and spring garage sale, serv-
ing coffee once a month, preparing soup and serving the annual meeting dinner, preparing and 
serving Lenten soup suppers, Ham Ball dinner, and a brunch following their commissioning ser-
vice.  
 This year’s Workcampers will travel to Enid, Oklahoma for a Workcamp that will be 
held July 22-28, 2012.  
 
 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT 

We started Parents Night Out this year for OSLC members and active families for children infant 
through 6th grade. We offer this night out once a month and have had a great turnout with over 
15 children attending. Thank you to the volunteers who have been taking turns helping with this 
wonderful ministry to the parents and children of Our Saviour’s. The children have had a great 
time playing play-do and games, making snacks, doing crafts, watching movies and just spend-
ing time together with their friends. We pray this will continue to grow throughout the next year 
and be a great program to offer our current members and any new members to our church family. 
If you would like to help with a Parents Night out, please sign up at the church or call the church 
office. 
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NURSERY 

We offer a nursery for infants through 3 year olds on Sundays during our worship services. The 
nursery is located in the chapel for convenience to families and volunteers. We have had 11 volun-
teers throughout the year and anywhere from 1 to 6 kids per worship service. Thank you to Sara 
Slater for overseeing the nursery. Alicia Worthington will be taking over the nursery for the up-
coming year. We hope to see many new volunteers for 2012, please call the church office or sign 
up at the church. If you have any toys or books you would like to donate for the nursery, please 
drop them off at the church. 
 
 

2011 MISSION MINISTRY REPORT 

The gospel of Luke, the 10th chapter, the 2nd verse, quotes the Lord Jesus stating, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.” 
 

Pastor Bill Moberly, in his book “Igniting a Passion for Missions” reminds us that the Christian 
Church is the people of God with a purpose, with a task defined by the one who calls us out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. The Christian Church is people like you and me called out from 
death to life, and called out together into the world to proclaim that message, to be His ambassa-
dors, His witnesses! 
 

Mission is defined as God’s redemptive work building His kingdom throughout all the world.  You 
and I, as part of the Body of Christ here in Audubon, Iowa, each are called and sent by the Lord 
Jesus into the mission field which begins immediately outside the doors of the Our Saviour’s Lu-
theran church building. We faithfully and joyfully invest our lives in outreach and mission locally, 
nationally and internationally. Author Rick Warren, in his book “The Purpose Driven Life” re-
minds us that we each are made for a mission. God wants us to have both a ministry in the Body of 
Christ and a mission in the world. He goes on to state, “Your ministry is service to fellow believ-
ers, and your mission is your service to unbelievers.” 
 

Pastor Bob Nordvall, from Eastern European Missions Network, reminded us when he was our 
guest in early October that there are presently 6,747 unreached people groups in the world, with a 
population of 2.72 billion people. Most of these men, women, youth and children live in the 10/40 
Window of planet earth. This area covers from ten degrees north of the equator to forty degrees 
north, beginning at the western tip of Africa and continuing on through Indonesia. It contains some 
two-thirds of all living humankind who are the least likely to be able to hear about the love of God. 
The need for us to use our time, talents and treasures in partnership in building His kingdom 
throughout the world is a priority for our faith community and for the Church at large. 
 

We at Our Saviour’s invite you to become a ministry team member involving yourself in outreach 
and mission. Pastor Bill Moberly tells us that there are only two types of mission partners in God’s 
church, those who pray and then send missionaries into the mission field, and second those who go 
to do hands on mission work. We meet next Monday, January 16th at 7pm.   
 

There are numerous opportunities in this vital ministry effort. Thank you for sacrificially giving 
toward outreach and mission. Some examples of where we are giving unto the Lord or where you 
can partner with us if you haven’t already are: 
 

Caring and Sharing  New Opportunities   Operation Christmas Child 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Quilting Ministry   Bethany Farms Ministry 
Youth Workcamps  Hope Ministries Des Moines  One Challenge International 
Uganda 2012   Minot North Dakota Workcamp LCMC Mission Congregations 
 
Other mission partnership ideas are welcome! 

8 



KOINONIA 

 The sharing of monetary gifts brings hope, joy and peace to those who are in troublesome 
times. We thank God that we have been able to extend help to many who are experiencing a cri-
sis and are in need of funds to receive this help. We also extend our thanks to everyone who con-
tributed to this fund. 
  
Committee:  Jack Jorgensen 
  Allan Jacobsen  
  Janice Hemmingsen 
  

2011 Koinonia Report 
  
January 1, 2011 Beginning Balance………………………………………...$1,348.78 
2011 Disbursements……………………………………………………….. $750.00                                                                               
2011 Donations and Interest……………………………………………….. $300 .12 
December 31, 2011 Balance……..………………………………………… $898.90 
 
 

 

THE BUILDING & PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

The Building & Property Committee meets on the second Monday of each month. The previous 
month’s budget and accumulated budget are thoroughly examined. 
 
Church improvements this year include a new steel door for the boiler room as mandated by our 
insurance carrier. Also, several waffle irons, new appliances, griddles, new skillets, and roasters 
have been added to the kitchen. Also, additional electrical outlets have been added, new tables 
and chairs are in the social room. 
 
The Building & Property approved the Easter breakfast with proceeds going to the fund for the 
tables. 
 
In May we had a cleanup day. It rained. However, many volunteers completed the cleaning of 
exterior lights, washing of exterior windows, painting of the flag pole, replacing handicap park-
ing signs & posts, repainting the lower level ladies restroom, and adding new lights and repaint-
ing the north parking lot parking stalls. 
 
We had a large increase in our insurance premiums. Another insurance carrier will be handling 
the policy beginning January, 2012. 
 
Another busy year is closing for OSLC. 2012 promises to be more challenging. 
 
Thank you, 
The Building & Property Committee   
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

The Education Committee highlights and challenges in 2011: 
 
Winter and spring 2011 continued with the reproducible materials for Pre-K through 6th. Pastor 
Doug taught Holy Communion classes for the 5th grade. The 6th graders received acolyting in-
struction and began their duties in June. We had our annual trip to the Friendship Home to sing 
for the residents. The year ended with the annual talent show and presentation of outstanding 
attendance medals. 
 
Family Fun Day was held after worship on July 10th. Education committee was responsible for 
the games. 
 
Vacation Bible School was held Sunday July 24th through Thursday July 28th for 3 year olds – 
4th grade. We held it in the evening with supper served at 5:00. It was a panda theme titled Pan-
damania where God is wild about you. We had daily lessons, music, and activities that re-
minded us of God’s love for us. We were encouraged to watch for God Sightings. The week 
ended with a short program for families to see what we had been doing all week. We again in-
vited non members to attend and had another successful year with about 110 kids, helpers, and 
adults. We received 5 new SS members and possibly 5 more through our outreach in Bible 
School. 
 
Fall 2011 was started with a rally day.  We presented the new Pre-K students with a beginner’s 
bible and 3rd graders were presented their NIV bibles. Doughnuts and juice were served as a 
special treat for all Sunday School students. The Sunday School hour was split into periods for 
the day with students rotating between games. The Jr. High and High School played some 
games as well. The regular classes started the following week with students split into Pre-K, 
kindergarten,  1st  and 2nd , 3rd , 4th , 5th and  6th,  Jr High and High School. We have discontinued 
the reproducible lessons. Teachers found some of the lessons difficult to teach and did not have 
enough materials to last through each lesson. Pre K and Kindergarten used a new reproducible 
curriculum which focused on introducing students to Coming to Church and learning about Je-
sus which was more age appropriate. We introduced new material from Sola publishing called 
the Small Cat Series for 1st through 6th grades. This series focused on Luther’s small cate-
chism’s teachings about baptism, the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, The Apostles 
Creed, and Confession.  Jr. High and High School teachers selected their own materials looking 
to Pastor Doug for approval. 
 
Opening for 3rd-6th Grades is singing on the 1st and 3rd Sundays and playing a bible based 
game other Sundays. The committee is looking into a projector that could be used in opening 
and for Bible School. There has been poor participation in opening for 3-6 in the past. We vis-
ited with the students the first week about participating and that misbehavior will not be toler-
ated. We want all students to have a good experience and joyfully worship through music, 
games, and lessons. 
 
Sunday School offering has accumulated and we are exploring ways to use it. A laptop has been 
purchased to use for opening, VBS, and many other possibilities. We supported financially Op-
eration Christmas Child. We adopted a family for Christmas through New Opportunities. 
Christmas gifts were purchased and wrapped for a local family of 6 in need. We will be looking 
into “adopting” a child to help support financially. We want the Sunday School students to 
know that the offering they bring each Sunday is supporting a good cause, helping another 
child, and spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
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The Sunday School children were represented at the annual Deck the Agri Hall event in Novem-
ber. A tree was decorated with our VBS Pandamania theme and photos of all Sunday School 
classes. 
 
The annual Christmas program was presented during worship December 11th, 2011. The Birth-
day Party for Jesus and fun day was December 18th during the Sunday School hour in which we 
played games, play-do and had a pizza party. We took a 2 week Christmas break and resumed 
classes on January 8th, 2012. 
 
LYO is currently looking for leaders. Casey and Natalie Groves resigned at the end of the Sun-
day School year due to increased responsibilities with Bethany Farm. We sent out LYO surveys 
with little response. 
 
Plans for 2012 & upcoming challenges facing the Education Committee include the following: 
-Small Class Sizes – We will continue to combine classes that use the same materials when nec-
essary.   
-Holy Communion instruction for 5th grade will be offered in the spring of 2012.   
-The 6th grade class will receive acolyte instruction in the spring of 2012. 
-Pre-K through 2nd grade will use Group’s Buzz materials and 3rd through 6th will continue with 
the Small Cat Series. We had many positive comments about the Small Cat Series. We will 
evaluate and make decisions for the fall curriculum. 
-Annual Talent Show  
-Research the adopt a child program as a way to use Sunday School offering. 
-Purchase a projector. 
-Prepare for VBS.   
-Recruit new members for the Education Committee. 
 
The Committee would like to offer it’s appreciation to our teachers, parent volunteers and music 
leaders. We would also like to thank Jenny Smith for her many years of service to Christian Edu-
cation at OSLC as she left our committee Fall, 2011. The many activities of the Sunday School 
students would not be possible without the outstanding support of our volunteers. We look for-
ward to working with the youth of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church and to a rewarding 2012. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Monica Hagedorn 
Craig Jensen (Council Representative) 
Kathy Jensen 
Kaylene Riebhoff 
Sara Slater 
Pam Steckler 
Sara Vorm 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Worship committee is responsible for working with Pastor Doug, church council, altar guild, 
ushers, taxi drivers, Praise Band, choirs, organists, sound system and video operators, and assisting 
with all regular and special worship services at our church, Friendship Home, and Exira Care Cen-
ter. Our thanks go to those who so graciously serve the Lord by participating in or by overseeing 
these many areas of worship. 
 
Following is a summary of some of the events we worked on this past year. Special services held 
were Healing Services, Lenten, Thanksgiving Eve, and Advent. Church Music Sunday was held 
on Feb. 27th. Special music was lined up for summer Sundays. A family activity with games and 
lunch was held in conjunction with the Education Committee following worship on July 10th. 
Missionaries Greg and Martha Copeland and family were with our congregation for a worship 
presentation and potluck on July 17th. We assisted the Stewardship Committee on August 28th 
with an outdoor service in the park, led by Pastor Doug and the Praise Band (due to rain this was 
moved inside the church). In recognition of All Saints Sunday votive candles were lit in memory 
of loved ones on November 7th, with invitations going out to relatives of funerals held at OSLC 
during the past year. We coordinated decorating the church for Advent. Wednesday Advent ser-
vices were held with choirs from the Presbyterian, Methodist, OSLC, St. Patrick’s Catholic and 
Assembly of God Churches on Nov. 30th, Manning Zion Lutheran Praise Team on Dec. 7th, and 
Behind the Cross Praise Band on Dec. 14th. Caroling was held on December 11th. Children’s 
messages continue to be a part of worship on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month; volunteers 
are needed for this important ministry. 
 
Music has always been an important tradition at Our Saviour’s and we are grateful to the directors, 
accompanists, musicians and singers who share their musical gifts. Behind the Cross Praise Band 
continues to lead worship once a month at our church, August through May, and was also a part of 
a worship service at the Exira Lutheran Church in November. The Praise Band has grown to ten 
high school youth under director Jo Beane’s leadership, and is enjoyed by youth through adults 
both in our church and in the community. The Senior Choir and Kid’s Choir meet Sept. through 
May with each singing twice a month during worship and for some special services, which greatly 
adds to our worship experience. 
 
During this past year the sanctuary video recording equipment was upgraded from VHS to DVD, 
and the sanctuary sound recording equipment was upgraded from cassette to CD. Pastor Doug’s 
microphone was also upgraded as it was becoming unreliable due to years of use. The council di-
rected the Worship Committee to contact Midwest Sound and Lighting for a sanctuary video pres-
entation system estimate. An initial rough estimate came in at $20,000 based on general informa-
tion. If a decision is made to pursue this further, Midwest Sound and Lighting will prepare a more 
detailed proposal. 
 
Our Saviour’s is blessed with many faithful volunteers that commit themselves to carrying out the 
work of the Lord! 
 
The Worship Committee 
Elaine Jorgensen (Chairperson)        Raydene Mathisen        Linda Keller 
Sandy Kristensen                              Kelly Polson                     Jane Weber (Music Coordinator) 
Judy Baker (Council Rep.) 

 

 

 

 

12 



EVANGELISM/SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE 

 Ephesians 4:11-12 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 

some to be evangelists and some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people  

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up”. 

 
This Committee works together under the supervision of Pastor Opp and the church council. 
 
Our main objectives are to be compassionate to our church members, visitors, prospective mem-
bers, and our “newborn” members through Holy Baptism and the Cradle Roll. 
 
The past year we hosted receptions to honor the confirmands, graduates, and our new members. 
 
We have also added some new projects: 
   -Invite a Friend Sunday 
   -Gave carnations to moms on Mother’s Day, and sweet treats to dad on Father’s Day. 
   -A bulletin board in the hallway has been created to honor any military men and women that 
are serving our country. Any member can submit pictures and/or addresses. 
   -We also have treats for Sunday School children on various holidays. 
 
Our goal for the coming year is to set up home visitations for new residents in Audubon as  
provided through the Audubon Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Ella Lauritsen     Rhoda Jorgensen 
Nadine Christensen   Elayne Sinow     
Alice Hemmingsen   Joan Mortensen    
Pamela Whetzal   Wes Thygensen (Council Rep.) 

 
 

 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 This past year Tracy Hansen, Dan Jorgensen, Frank Olsen, Nancy Olsen, and Nate Vorm 
all served this congregation as the stewardship committee. 
 As a committee, we meet several times throughout the year and were lead by Pastor 
Doug. One of the events we were involved in was church in the park and the potluck that fol-
lowed. Despite the bad weather, it was still a success. As a committee, we also served soup for 
one of the advent services. 
 The committee has also been involved in the gathering of time and talent information and 
has tried to get that information to the other groups and committees within the congregation. This 
allows those groups to contact people who have shown a desire to serve in our church. We were 
also involved this year in Consecration Sunday and the preparation leading up to it, such as tem-
ple talks and distributing literature.    
 Finally, as a committee we met and reviewed the budget for the upcoming 2012 year. We 
then met with the council and gave them our input.  
     
All in one spirit, 
Tracy, Dan, Frank, Nancy, and Nate  
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2011 Nominating Committee 

 
Members: Chip Hansen, Alice Hemmingsen, La Dona Jergenson,  Raydene Mathisen,  
Lee Nielsen, Nick Smith, Pastor Doug Opp 
 
2012 Nominees: 
 
President:  Tim Morgan 
Vice President:  Norma Nielsen 
Board Members: 
 Elaine Sinow 
 Tina Andersen 
 Monica Hagedorn 
 
2012 Nominating Committee: 
Departing council members: Dan Jorgensen, Sandy Kristensen 
Ron Christensen 
Sharolyn Fett 
Melanie Jensen 
Kurt Nelson 
 
Delegates to: 
 
Okoboji Bible Camp Conference, Sat. April 14, 2012 –Julie Opp & Linda Hansen 
 
Heartland District Conference, June 8 & 9, 2012 – Tim & Teresa Morgan 
 
LCMC National Conference, October 7, 8, 9, 2012 – Richard and Janice Hemmingsen  
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OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN WOMEN OF THE WORD 

2011 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Officers this year were: 
Chairs: Sharilyn Fett, Joan Nielsen, Shirley Jensen 
Secretary: Nadine Christensen 
Treasurer: Sandy Parsons 
Ch Mission Action: Donis Hansen and Janice Andersen 
  

Committees: 
      Kitchen: Donis Hansen and Rhoda Jorgensen 
      Caring and Sharing: Norma Nielsen, Judy Baker and Lela Gleason 
      Nominating committee: Board members 
 

Our ladies continued to be active in providing assistance with many events here at Our 
Saviour's. These include providing and serving coffee and cookies/bars every Sunday following 
worship services, greeting parishioners each Sunday morning, delivering Meals on Wheels 
for two months during each year, Friendship Home birthday parties and helping with Friendship 
Home communion and cleaning the church kitchen. Our Mission Action committee kept busy 
sewing quilts , providing layettes, school kits and health kits for Lutheran World Relief. We 
hosted the World Day of Prayer in March and the United Methodist Church provided the pro-
gram. In October we served coffee, kringle, cookies and sandwiches following Consecration 
Sunday worship services for our annual fund raiser for the year. Thanks to all the ladies of OSLC 
for your generous support this past year. 
 

Our benevolences went to: 
  
       December 2011 Distribution of annual funds:   
       Lutheran Services of Iowa ($300.00) 
       Family Crisis Center ($200.00)  
       Koinonia ($100.00) 
       Lutheran World Relief ($200.00) 
       New Hope Village ($200.00) 
       Okoboji Bible Camp Fund ($200.00) 
       Okoboji Camping Ministries ($100.00) 
       Bethany Farm ($200.00) 
       Story Book Project ($100.00) 
       Haiti Lutheran Ministry ($200.00) 
       Good Neighbor ($200.00) 
       Caring & Sharing ($200.00) 
       Friendship Home ($200.00) 
       Exira Care Center ($200.00) 
       Cass, Inc. ($200.00) 
   
       Christmas Gifts to OSLC employees: 
       Pastor Doug ($75.00) 
       Pam Steckler ($50.00) 
       Pam Jensen ($50.00) 
       Jane Weber ($50.00) 
 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
       Nadine Christensen, Secretary  
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BENEVOLENCE GIVING IN 2011 

  
Church of the Damascus Road    $1,005.55 
Faith Lutheran Church, Humboldt, SD   $2,346.25 
Haiti Lutheran Ministry (School lunch program)  $3,600.00 
Heartland District      $1,006.27 
HESED International, Uganda    $3,016.62 
Iowa District       $1,005.55  
LCMC National      $5,027.70 
LCMC-Seminarian Loan Fund    $1,675.93 
Lutheran Church of the Way, Plano, Texas   $1,005.55 
Lutheran Services in Iowa     $1,340.74 
Lutheran World Relief     $1,340.74 
OSLC Mission Outreach      $3,351.81 
New Tribes-Ken & Sue Jordan, Manilla, Philippines $1,675.93 
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp    $2,681.46 
Other Benevolence      $1,590.68 
Peace Lutheran Church, Gulf Shores, Alabama  $2,346.25 
Redemption Lutheran Church, Manhatten, KS  $1,005.55 
OSLC Youth Camping Fund     $2,346.25   
        $37,368.83 

  

 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting Report 

January 23, 2011 
  
            President Sandy Kristensen called the meeting to order at 11:20. Pastor Doug led us in 
devotions and prayer. 
            The agenda was presented. Ella Lauritsen made a motion to accept the agenda. LaDona 
Jergenson seconded. Motion carried.    
            The minutes of the 2009 annual meeting were presented. Dan Jorgensen made a motion 
to accept the report and Lyle Hansen seconded the motion. The motion carried.   
            All reports were approved as presented. 
            Shannon Jensen and Jim Tinker conducted the annual financial review. All records were 
found to be in order. Tim Andersen made a motion to accept the report and Alan Jacobsen sec-
onded the motion. The motion carried.   
            Dan Schmidt reported on behalf of the nominating committee and presented the ballot for 
the new council members and executive committee. President, Sandy Kristensen, Vice President, 
Kelly Polson, Secretary, Paula Hansen, Treasurer, Frank Olsen, council at large, Craig Jensen, 2 
years, Ed Jackson, 2 years, Wes Thygesen, 2 years. Sandy then opened the floor for anyone to 
volunteer or nominate someone else to serve on council. No nominees were presented. Barb 
Jacobsen made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot and Elaine Jorgensen seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried.   
            The nominating committee for 2011 will consist of 6 voting members from the congrega-
tion. Two need to be outgoing council members. The following are the 2011 nominating commit-
tee: Alice Hemmingsen, outgoing council, Raydene Mathisen, outgoing council, Lee Nielsen and 
LaDona Jergenson. The last two positions will be filled by council members. Janice Hem-
mingsen moved to accept the nominating committee and Paula Hansen seconded. The motion 
carried.   
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            The Heartland District Conference will be June 11th and 12th in Osceola, Neb. LaDona 
Jergenson and Janice Hemmingsen both volunteered to go as delegates. Chris Schmidt made a 
motion to accept LaDona and Janice as our two delegates. Motion carried.     
             The LCMC convention will be October 2-5, 2011, in Des Moines. Dan Jorgensen made a 
motion to send Janice Hemmingsen and LaDona Jergenson as our two voting delegates. LaDona 
declined because of scheduling conflicts. Elaine Jorgensen volunteered to go as a voting dele-
gate. Dan Jorgensen moved to accept Janice and Elaine as our two voting delegates. Motion car-
ried. All members were invited to go to at least one of the days, if possible, and volunteers will 
be needed in many areas during this convention.  
            Two delegates can go to represent OSLC at the Okoboji Annual Meeting. Pastor Doug 
and Julie volunteered to go. 
            Dan Jorgensen, representative of Stewardship committee, presented the 2010 
budget. Shannon Jensen questioned the benevolences being $28,000.00. In the past it has always 
been 14% of envelope offerings, and she wondered why this was lower. Alan Jacobsen moved to 
continue with 14% of envelope offerings going towards benevolences, Tom Nielsen sec-
onded. Then, there was much discussion that LCMC leaves it up to each Church how much is 
given towards benevolences, and if we vote to give 14% it needs to stay at that 14%, and as a 
congregation we are hoping to be able to give more. Right now our projected income is more 
than our projected expenses. Alan Jacobsen then made a motion to remove his motion from the 
floor. Dan Jorgensen made a motion to increase benevolence giving to $39,732.80, which would 
change total expenses to $250,403.54 and net income to $36,877.15. Arch Andersen sec-
onded. Motion carried. Alan Jacobsen then moved to accept the amended budget and Ron Chris-
tensen seconded. The motion carried. 
 President Sandy mentioned there are still a few offering envelopes on the table in the coat 
room, and if anyone knows of someone who has not got them, if they would please pick them up 
and help get them delivered to save on postage. The call committee and council are working on a 
Meet and Greet, 60-90 minute, social gathering. Kathy Graeve and Pam are working on a list; 
you will receive a card in the mail and a phone call from your host. This will happen over a six 
month period. Sandy expressed her thanks to the nominating committee and the outgoing council 
members. The installation of all 2011 council members will be Sunday, January 30, 2011, during 
the 9:00 Worship Service. She also thanked the entire congregation for everything they do. We 
are truly blessed. The WOW is having a hard time finding enough people to help with Sunday 
morning coffee, cookies, and greeters. There is a signup sheet in coat room to help with this.  
            Pastor Doug thanked the staff and officers. He feels as a team, we are a great partner-
ship. He hears many compliments on our congregation, and also feels this is appreciated in our 
community and beyond. We are known as a generous and giving congregation, and need to con-
tinue our prayer support for all.  
            Pastor Doug led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
            President Kristensen adjourned the meeting 12:25 P.M.       
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Raydene Mathisen, Secretary 
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Knowing Jesus  

Growing in Jesus  

Sharing Jesus 

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL MEETING 

JANUARY 22, 2012 

  
1.  Devotions and Opening Prayer – Pastor Doug Opp 

  
2.  Approval of Agenda 

  
3.  Pastor Doug’s Annual Report 
  
4.  Approval of 2011 Annual Meeting Minutes and 2011 Committee Annual Reports 
  
5.  Report of Financial Review Committee and Approval of their Report 
  
6.  Elections: 
        A.  Report of Nominating Committee 

                1.  Congregation Officers (1 year terms: President, Vice President, Secretary,  
           and Treasurer) 
                2.  Council Members at Large (Terms as indicated on Ballot) 
                3.  2012 Nominating Committee (Six voting members of the congregation,  
                     two of which are to be outgoing Church Council Members) 
        B.  Okoboji Bible Camp Annual Meeting, Milford, IA April 14, 2012 (2 delegates) 
        C.  LCMC Heartland District Meeting, August 17-18, Sioux City, IA (2 delegates) 
        D.  LCMC Annual Convention, October 7-10, 2012, Denver, CO (2 delegates) 
  
7. Recommendation of 2012 Budget by Stewardship Committee 

  
8.  Report of Election Tellers 
  
9.  Announcements 
        A.  Outgoing President’s comments 
        B.  Installation of all 2012 Council Members and Officers will take place on  

             Sunday, January 29, 2012 

  
10.  The Lord’s Prayer and Adjournment 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 




